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“We are hard pressed on every side, 
but not crushed; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed.” 
2 Corinthians 4:8-9

Pressed
but not

Crushed
Ukrainian student takes 

solo journey to US





The Second Annual Jimmy Dean Music & Arts Festival was 
hosted on the Wayland campus Sept. 16-17, with Grammy 
award-winning country singer and songwriter Billy Dean 

opening the festivities with a Friday night concert in Harral 
Auditorium, opened by Jason Nutt and Highway 70.

Saturday, vendor booths lined the interior of the Laney Activities 
Center and food trucks dotted the parking lot outside, next to the 
McDonald’s Kids Zone play area. Crowds mingled between those 
and enjoyed live music at the outside stage at Hutcherson Center. 
Concertgoers returned to Harral Auditorium that night for a concert 
featuring Noel and Ben Haggard, sons of country legend Merle 
Haggard who presented a tribute to their father. Steve Burrus and the 
High Plains Drifters opened the show.

The event represents a chance for Wayland to celebrate Plainview 
native Jimmy Dean, whose museum graces the WBU campus, and to 
welcome the community for a fun, family-friendly day of activities.

Join us September 2023 for the 3rd 
annual Jimmy Dean Music and Arts 
Festival. Follow us on social media 
for more details.



What a world we live in! I 
would never have thought 
that in my lifetime we would 

encounter so many of the challenges 
we see today. As a post-World War II 
“Baby Boomer,” much of my life has 
revolved around family, faith, church, 
and friends in a generally safe and 
secure environment. We now see the 
dissolution of families, the decline in 
church and denominational affiliation, 
economic difficulties, war in Ukraine 
and a threat of further conflict in Asia 
(not to mention a pandemic).  

Higher education has not been exempted 
from these pressures. There are 3.4 
million fewer students in American 
colleges and universities today than a 
decade ago. Our religious freedoms are 
challenged regularly in Washington and 
the national discourse questions the very 
value of a college degree. 

This issue of our magazine celebrates 
the resiliency of our alumni who are 
“pressed but not crushed,” overcoming 
the odds and finding their way forward 

to better their own lives and, more 
importantly, help others and reflect the 
love of Jesus along the way.   

Our university is resilient, too, and I am 
so proud of our faculty and staff who 
are weathering the storm. They know 
that Wayland matters because it educates 
students to encounter the world and live 
out their lives with Christian values. It is 
truly Kingdom work. 

It is surreal, but I’m celebrating my 
40th year at Wayland. Times are tough 
and declining student demographics 
nationally say that isn’t going to change 
for at least the next five years, but as we 
move forward, Wayland is on the cusp of 
some promising developments.  

In July, our trustees approved a new 
three-year strategic plan focused on 
enrollment and fundraising growth. 
We have identified the key enrollment 
factors and technological imperatives 
and are investing in them in order to 
compete in our highly competitive 
world. We believe this has contributed to 
our enrollment growth in Plainview this 
fall. 

While technology matters, so do 
facilities. Construction of the new 
Mabee Laboratory Science Building 
and the Flying Queens Museum is now 
underway. Harral Auditorium has new 
seats, screens, audio/video and carpet. 
Up next – repair of the “Concrete 
Prairie”! 

Our core mission revolves around 
teaching and learning, and we already 
deliver many distinctive, relevant 
educational experiences. We are in the 
process of relocating our School of 
Nursing from New Braunfels to our 
new main San Antonio campus in Live 

Oak and are developing new, highly 
marketable academic programs. 

Throughout these turbulent times, our 
vision will always be to uphold Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior in all that we 
teach and do, producing servant leaders 
who are well equipped to serve God and 
humankind in a period of increasing 
cultural, legal, and governmental 
challenges.  

We need relationships with you, and 
many others, that ensure the funding 
required for Wayland to thrive into its 
second century. A new phased, five-year 
comprehensive fundraising campaign 
is on the horizon. I hope you will begin 
to think and pray about how you might 
be involved. Christian higher education 
really is different. It matters, and we 
are truly among the answers needed in 
today’s hurting world. 
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Friends have often asked Catherine Beaver how she carries on. 
How she smiles. How she puts one foot in front of the other 
day in and day out after experiencing so much grief and loss 

in her life. Her answer is simple: God is faithful. 

And now, Catherine has channeled the lessons learned in that season 
of grieving from her personal journals into her first published book, 
The God of My Storms, released June 3 through Covenant Books. 

While the writing came together quickly, the journey she walked to 
experience that hurt took much longer. She points out, however, that 
it was essential to fully 
experience trusting in 
the Lord. And she felt 
called to share those 
truths with others who 
may be going through a 
storm of their own. 

“My mother passed away November 15, 2015, and I was standing 
right by her side as she made her journey with dignity as she 
deserved. I thought that my heart might not be able to take this 
but God helped me, comforted me and strengthened me,” recalls 
Catherine, a 1988 graduate of the Plainview campus.  

“That is where God of My Storms was born, at my mom’s bedside. I 
looked at the whole journey, from me going to school and all the ups 
and downs and things God had called me to and wanted to be faithful. 
I could hear God say this was just another storm He would get me to 

the other side. At the time I didn’t understand what he was working 
but he wanted me to tell my story.” 

Catherine’s story started as a young mother, married at 16 and 
dropping out of high school. At age 21 with two young children, she 
came to the realization that she needed education. She earned her 
GED through an adult learning center in Plainview, then continued to 
Wayland. She found there not only skills that would prepare her for 
life but a support system she really needed. 

“My journey really 
began there… and I 
thank God that I chose 
Wayland because they 
poured into me during 
that time as they knew 
it was a struggle,” she 

recalled. “I didn’t get a lot of outside support so they became my 
inside support system. My fellow students really supported each other 
too.” 

That faith foundation and encouragement would come in handy for 
Catherine as storms began to brew. The family was living in Topeka, 
Kan., and she was working in the corporate offices of Payless 
Shoe Source. Then her husband suffered a back injury that left him 
disabled, making Catherine the sole breadwinner. Just as the Beavers 

“Every storm that comes into your life, He is there 
to see you to the other side. It may be painful but He 

is there to comfort and hold you.”

Catherine poses for a picture at her book signing in Abernathy, Texas

Alum 
channels loss 
and grief 
into helpful 
book
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were about to become empty-nesters, they got 
a phone call that changed everything. 

Her husband’s father was in the hospital, 
having an earlier diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia. 
The couple headed back to the South 
Plains, living in Hale Center and 
becoming the primary caregivers for 
both of Joe’s parents.  

“We had all these things we wanted to 
accomplish but we felt God was saying 
to trust Him. We agreed and moved 
back. That was a memorable path that 
we both went down; when you think 
you can’t go any further, God seems 
to give you the momentum to keep 
going,” she said.  

While in Hale Center, Catherine felt 
God calling her to minister to children 
in the city who had little opportunities 
for entertainment and “were wandering 
the streets.” Fresh Anointing Family 
Ministries was born, and Catherine 
secured a nonprofit license for 
the ministry in 2002. Her Youth 
Destined for Excellence program 
offered experiences, education and 
encouragement along with a hot meal. 
At the same time, Catherine started 
a ministry to moms in the area for much the 
same purpose. 

“Love Relationship Clinic was a place where 
women of all ages could come. Whether they 
were struggling with their faith or needed 
encouragement, this was that place. They 
were a blessing to me as we were to each 
other, and they helped me through that time of 
ministry to the kids as well,” she said.  

Shortly, however, Joe’s father passed away 
and his mother’s health took a downturn 
not long afterward. She passed away a little 
more than two years later. The couple poured 
themselves into the ministry, finding healing 
as they trusted God and blessed others.  

But it was short-lived. Catherine’s mother 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and she 
needed to be by her side. Catherine did just 
that, providing great care and comfort as her 
mom transitioned to Heaven in 2015. The 
family then moved to San Antonio, where she 
began writing her book out of obedience to 

God. When she learned her father was sick 
and needed her help, she and Joe moved back 
to Abernathy to be his caregivers. The pain 
was real. 

“Walking through the same thing over and 
over really tested my faith and my heart for 
God, and I learned to understand things about 
grace I didn’t fully understand,” she recalled. 
“Grace doesn’t mean He is coming to take 
you out of it but that He is giving you His 
strength to go through it. I leaned on that and 
it was a long journey.” 

Joe developed kidney failure shortly before 
the move, and Catherine ended up caring for 
both her father and her husband. In 2019, Joe 
was diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer. He died 
in September 2021 at home with his wife 
nearby singing praise songs. 

“My daddy could hear me crying, and I told 
him Joe was gone. I sat on the floor and put 
my head in my dad’s lap and he consoled 
me,” she said. “Twenty-eight days later my 
dad passed away. That was devastating. I 
didn’t see that storm coming.” 

Catherine took some time to breathe and 
grieve, then felt God urging her to call the 

publisher. Her book was done.  

“He had finished the whole cycle, and that’s 
what the book is about. Every storm that 

comes into your life, He is there to 
see you to the other side. It may be 
painful but He is there to comfort and 
hold you; He’s there to sing to you. 
He’s been there through it all,” she 
said. “Now, I want to pour into other 
people and encourage them through 
my speaking and with the book. God is 
faithful. Even in the darkness He is still 
the light. That’s what it’s all about.” 

Catherine moved back to Wichita, Kan., 
to be closer to her children, and she 
said God is already birthing her second 
book in her heart. “God of My Storms” 
is available on Amazon, Barnes & 
Noble and other booksellers, and she’s 
trusting God to use it to minister. 

“People still ask how I am holding up 
and how can I still smile. I know (all 
those loved ones) are all in the presence 
of God and are happy and whole, and 
I’m just going to continue on with what 
God’s got for me. That’s how I continue 
on in my grief,” she says.

Catherine and husband Joe
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His name may not grace the side of a building at Wayland 
Baptist University, but Dr. George May is very tightly woven 
into the fabric of the school’s history.  

Arriving in the fall of 1951, May and his friend Bonnell Williams 
were the first black full-time students to enroll at Wayland after the 
college announced its voluntary integration just a few months earlier. 
The move came when Floydada teacher Annie Taylor approached 
the school with a desire to take summer classes to maintain her 
certification. After consulting the Board of Trustees, employees and 
even the student body during chapel, President Dr. Bill Marshall 
officially declared the school integrated, three years before public 
schools would be mandated to do so and the first four-year college in 
the former Confederate South to make such a move. 

Taylor and two other teachers paved the way, but May and Williams 
were the first to pursue full degrees. May had come more than a 
year earlier from his home in San Andres, Colombia, at the urging 
of his American missionary pastor, Dr. C.W. McCullough. Finding 
the school still segregated, he instead attended ABT Seminary in 
Nashville, a school for black pastors founded in part by former 
Wayland president O.L. Hailey.  

After Wayland integrated in 1951, President Marshall called May 
and invited him to return. He did so, jumping in student life through 
organizations like the International Student Association, the Science 
Club and others. He was well liked, fellow students recalled, and he 
held student jobs on campus including janitorial or cafeteria work. 

Outside of the campus, however, it was still 1954 in West Texas and 
the community hadn’t caught on quite yet. May was turned away from 
the barbershop near the campus and had no means to get to the black 
community in Plainview. When Dr. Marshall heard of his plight, he 
hired a barber to work in the student lounge to cater to all students. 
Churches were another dilemma, and the two largest congregations 
decided that May would attend one church and Williams would attend 
another. May chose College Heights Baptist just across the street from 
the campus. 

According to daughter Fanny Young, May was perplexed by the 
treatment of blacks in the South because he had not encountered 
racism in his home country. Coming from a Christian home, he didn’t 
understand how this discrimination was possible, she said. He would 
rarely participate in “nonsense” such as riding the back of a bus due to 
his race. 

May finished his Wayland degree in May 1954 as the first black 
student to graduate from a Texas Baptist college. Williams earned 
his degree in August 1954. After graduating, May attended seminary 
in Cali, Colombia, and went into ministry both in his home country 
and later in Texas and Ohio. He was active in denominational work 
throughout Texas for many years. He returned to San Andres in 
1993 to serve his home church, and in 1998, he opened a Christian 
university. It ran until 2003 and graduated 70 students before falling 
on hard financial times.  

First full-time 
Black student 

overcame 
challenges

George May (right) on graduation day with former President Hope Owen and fellow 
Columbian Bonnell Williams. 
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He would spend a good deal of time in the U.S. fundraising for the university 
and advocating for education. Along those same lines, Young said her dad loved 
helping people in need as well as assisting those islanders who came to the U.S. 
to seek a better life.  

Wayland recognized its historic graduate with an honorary doctorate in 1994. 
He had retired from the pastorate in Houston, and many family members and 
church friends came to Plainview for the graduation ceremony. 

When the health of May and his wife began to deteriorate, his children brought 
them back to the Houston area in 2015 where they could better care for him. He 
died on May 12, 2022, and his celebration of life service was held at South Park 
Baptist Church on May 28. 

Young remembers her dad as a loving, giving man who cared deeply for his 
family, which included three daughters. Her fondest memory is how he cared 
for people in need and loved to share the love of Jesus.  

“He would go door to door, walking the streets and visiting, and he didn’t mind 
visiting the jailhouses and just talking to people. He never met a stranger and 
loved to meet new folks and see the best in them,” she said. “He worked well 
with everybody at the church and he didn’t like for people to come and join the 
church and not do anything; he tried to find a place for them to get involved so 
they would appreciate much more being a member. He loved helping people 
define their place of service.” 

She noted that even after moving permanently back to the U.S., her dad never 
stopped wanting to return and would constantly ask about people there and 
worry about them. Dr. C. W. McCullough was born in Comanche, 

Texas in 1913. He married Avis Chaffin to which 
two children were born, Don and Joy. Dr. Mac, 
as he was fondly called, passed Sept 14, 1997 in 
Early, Texas. Both Dr. Mac and Mrs. McCullough 
were missionaries to Colombia in the early 1950s. 
They were assigned to San Andres Island, where 
they served for several years working with all the 
Baptist churches. Mrs. Mac was a teacher and 
served well with her husband. The entire family 
lived on the island. 

The McCulloughs were instrumental in helping 
Dr. George May and others get their education 
in the United States, enabling May to graduate 
from Wayland College as the first Black student, 
followed by Rev. Bonnell Williams. The 
relationship grew with these two gentlemen, and 
continued throughout their lifetime. Dr. Mac helped 
the May family to move to the States in 1966. 
George May was pastoring in East Cleveland, Ohio 
when he got a call from Dr. Mac asking if he would 
come to Houston, Texas and co-Pastor with him. 
Of course, with much prayer and communication, 
he accepted the family moved to Houston, where 
they served together for a few years. After the 
McCulloughs retired from South Park Baptist 
Church, George took over as the sole pastor, 
pastoring for 20 years, before he retired and moved 
back to San Andres Island.

By Fanny Young

Above: May received an honorary doctorate from Wayland in 1994 from President Dr. Wallace Davis. 
Below: The May family with their three daughters.

Missionary helps pave 
the way
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A tear of joy ran down Mariia Syzonekno’s cheek as the 
19-year-old freshman from Dnipro, Ukraine walked 
into Gates Hall to begin her journey through Wayland 

Baptist University.  

But just getting to the university may have been the hardest 
part. 

“I have no words, I think,” she said. “I am so excited about 
how it happened. I can’t imagine that this has happened to 
me.” 

Having traveled from her home in eastern Ukraine to Poland 
before making her way to the United States and specifically 
Plainview, Mariia was greeted at the door by Debbie Stennett, 
Coordinator of International Student Affairs. She was 
presented with a Wayland T-shirt and a bouquet of sunflowers 
and yellow roses. Stennett explained the sunflower is the 
national flower of Ukraine and the yellow rose is symbolic of 
Texas. 

Flanked by Sherman and Tammy Aten, the Wayland alumni 
who connected her with the university, Mariia was also 
welcomed by Shaney Brewer, Director of Undergraduate 
Admissions; Coralyn Dillard, Director of Health Services; and 
the Admissions Office staff. 

The impromptu welcome on August, 23 was the culmination 
of a years-long effort by the Atens to help Mariia come to 
the United States to study. It was their international music 
ministry that brought them into contact seven years ago with 
the student. Her father, Sergei, is pastor of Central Baptist 
Church in Dnipro. 

“They have become kind of our adopted family,” Sherman 
Aten said. 

About three years ago, Mariia mentioned to the Atens that 
she’d like to study in the U.S., so they went to work trying 
to make that happen. In the fall of 2019, she was accepted to 
another university, but she never made it there. 

“COVID hit and things just started to dwindle,” Aten recalled. 

The pandemic would not be the only setback. Mariia 
remembers the night that bombs began to fall — first at the 
airport and then closer to her home in Ukraine’s fourth largest 
city. It looked like her dream of studying in the U.S. would be 
a casualty of the war. 

But a meeting the Atens had with Dr. Bobby Hall, President of 
Wayland Baptist University, changed all of that. 

“I didn’t try Wayland,” Aten admitted. “But I talked to Bobby 

Ukrainian student travels difficult road to Wayland
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Hall a few months ago and told him 
what was happening. He said, ‘We 
would love to make something happen.’ 
He and Dr. (Claude) Lusk have made 
this incredible thing happen. So, that’s 
why she is here.” 

“We have long been so proud of the 
international music ministry of our 
alumni, Tammy and Sherman Aten,” 
Hall said. “In conversation with them 
about Sherman becoming a Wayland 
trustee, they made me aware of Mariia’s 
circumstance in war-torn Ukraine, 
and we discussed how we might work 
together to bring her to Wayland. The 
Atens’ lengthy ministry in Ukraine 
coupled with their dedication and that of 
others has brought us to this day, and we 
praise the Lord that Mariia is now safely 
with us here in Plainview.” 

Mariia was overwhelmed by her journey 
to Plainview as well as how God brought 
everything together. 

“It is amazing, and I am so excited 
about how it happened,” she said. “I 
can’t imagine that this has happened 
with me. I was so excited when Sherman 
wrote me an email that Wayland Baptist 
University wanted to invite me. I do 
not have the words to explain what I 
thought.” 

Equally amazing is her recent 
journey. Mariia was supposed 
to travel to Kiev to secure the 
papers necessary to come to 
the United States, but that trip 
became impossible. An alternate 
plan was developed and 
carefully executed. 

“Like clockwork, the Lord 
was putting it all together,” 
Aten said. “Mariia would have 
to get to the U.S. Embassy in 
Warsaw.” 

With her father not permitted to 
leave the county and her mother 
remaining behind to care for 
her younger sibling, Mariia would have 
to make it to Poland on her own. She 
embarked on her journey more than a 
week earlier. 

“She had to take a bus trip to Warsaw,” 
Aten explained. “It was a 17-hour trip to 
the border, traveling over horrible roads. 
The roads were already so unbelievable. 
I can’t imagine what they were like after 
being bombed.” 

There was another setback when she 
reached Poland. 

“She made it to the border, but there 
was a 10-hour delay there,” Aten said. 

“We don’t know what that was about, 
but she did make it to Warsaw for her 
appointment.” 

The next miracle was a smooth 
appointment at the US. Embassy in 
Warsaw.  

“Her visa was accepted and approved, 
“Aten said. “She had to wait a couple of 
days for her passport.” 

Another hurdle? Mariia had never flown 
before. Her inaugural flight took her 
from Poland to Paris, to Minneapolis 
to Dallas-Fort Worth International 
Airport. That’s where the Atens picked 
her up on August, 22, but even that was 
a challenge. The Metroplex received 
more than nine inches of rain, causing 
street flooding. Through the storms, 
they drove to the Atens’ home in 
Granbury. After a few hours to recover 
from jetlag, they began the last leg 
of Mariia’s journey. They drove to 
Plainview, where she was greeted on 
campus. 

“It’s just amazing,” the student said. 

 “We had been working on this for two 
and a half years, but it wasn’t going 
to happen until people like Dr. Hall, 
Claude Lusk and Debbie Stennett 
stepped in,” Aten said. “It’s all about 
God’s timing.” 

 Mariia moved in Owen Hall August 23 
and started class August 25.

Donnie Brown greets Sherman, 
Tammy and Mariia when they arrived 
on campus

Sherman, Mariia and Tammy
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Students who get Kelie Ross Carter 
as a substitute in their classroom at 
Hutto ISD get an extra lesson beyond 

whatever subject matter they are studying. 
It’s a lesson in perseverance. In faith. In 
sometimes being satisfied with baby steps 
because it’s forward progress. It’s a journey 
she would not have signed up for if given the 
chance. But it’s also one she shares willingly 
because she knows the outcome could have 
been much different. 

A talented athlete from a young age, Kelie 
grew up in Oklahoma and Texas, running 
summer track with her father’s guidance. In 
middle school, she added volleyball to her 
repertoire and did both sports through high 
school at Mansfield Summit. College was 
expected, but sports was to be her ticket 
there.  

“The expectation I understood was that I 
would be a student athlete. You get your 
education and you get a scholarship,” 
she recalled. “Colleges were sending me 
questionnaires but it was getting closer to 
graduation and I hadn’t gotten any offers. 
I made it to regionals my senior year and 

that was at Texas Tech. 
(Then Wayland head) 
Coach Brian Whitlock 
spoke to my high school 
coach and I got excited. 

“We made it to state 
in Austin, and Coach 
Whitlock introduced 
himself to me after 
talking to my coach. 
I had no idea where 
Plainview was but I 
was very interested in 
Wayland because they 
were interested in me,” 
she adds. “I was captain 
of the varsity volleyball 
team and was interested 
in that as well. I started 
looking into Wayland, 
and my first time to 
Plainview was reporting 

for volleyball in August.” 

Kelie was a bit of a unicorn as a rare two-
sport athlete. She was spending a lot of 
time on the track and in the Hutcherson 
gymnasium juggling both sports as well as 
her course load. It began to get tough, and 
she opted to focus solely on track and field, 
specifically her role as a sprinter. She ran the 
100 and 200 open races, often jumping into 
the 400 or as part of the 4x100 and 4x400 
relay teams. 

She then reached out to new volleyball head 
coach Jim Giacomazzi about coming back to 
the team for her fifth year. He was looking 
for a middle blocker and she was excited to 
step up to the challenge. She was an asset to 
the Pioneers that season, despite being away 
from the sport for three years. She earned the 
BBA the same day her fiancé, Jason Carter, 
earned his MBA after serving as a graduate 
assistant in track and having run for the 
Pioneers himself.  

The couple moved to Austin for his new job 
at the University of Texas and later the state 
of Texas while he pursued a doctorate in 

business. He is a business professor and chair 
of the Business Administration department 
at Huston-Tillotson University, a historically 
black school in Austin. Kelie joined the 
staff of an Austin middle school, teaching 
math, coaching volleyball and assisting with 
track. On the side, she was coaching a club 
volleyball team and giving private lessons.  

“My mom would tell me ‘you have to slow 
down’ but I didn’t know how to. I was 
dealing with a lot and with student behaviors, 
which is very difficult,” she said, noting 
that her coaching role was a happy place. “I 
would actually get out on the court with my 
athletes and play with them. I would jump on 
the court and they would all serve at once and 
we would pass the balls back and challenge 
them to serve hard and make us work. I 
wanted them to get excited on the court and 
celebrate when they worked hard.” 

Kelie recalls the stress beginning to take its 
toll and she experienced bouts of slurred 
speech, migraines, extreme fatigue and 
blurred vision, even visiting the eye doctor 
to get glasses. But there was a bigger issue 
lurking underneath, and it was about to come 
to a head. On March 3, 2015, it all broke 
loose. 

“I had my students working in groups to 
do some missing work and bring up their 
averages in my class. The headaches had 
come back and I had taken some Advil for 
them,” she recalled. “I started grading papers 
and was sitting in a four-wheeled rolling 
chair, and I dropped my pen. I reached 
forward for the pen and the chair flipped 
forward and from there I saw everything 
sideways. I remember slightly hitting 
my head on a table nearby, and I saw my 
students one by one running out the door and 
whispering. Soon I heard mumbling and the 
administrators came up and began asking me 
questions. I thought I was speaking to them 
about what happened, and I kept trying to 
push myself up. 

“I didn’t know I was having a stroke. They 
took me to the hospital and began running all 

Former athlete 
perseveres 
after stroke
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these tests and they couldn’t find anything. 
I was still fit at the time and worked out 
regularly. They came back and didn’t 
understand it. My test results were all good,” 
she recalls. 

When Kelie began vomiting profusely, the 
doctors knew they needed to act fast: she was 
experiencing swelling in her brain, and an 
MRI revealed a blood clot in her right carotid 
artery which was cutting off circulation to the 
left side of her brain. The damage is great, 
nearly the equivalent of the trauma of a car 
crash or blunt force to the skull.  

“I had a lot of brain cells that died, which 
caused the loss of function and paralysis to 
the left-side of my body. My left hand hasn’t 
regained full function yet, and I keep working 
at it. I had a right-brain eschemic stroke, 
which affects the left side,” says Kelie, noting 
the high levels of stress had likely caused 
symptoms she had not recognized. 

Those next few weeks were touch and go. 
Surgeons could not remove the clot and 
eventually had to remove part of her skull to 
allow for swelling. She went into a coma for 
a week while her battered body tried to rest 
and recover. She remembers smelling her 
mother’s perfume and hearing her singing 
and praying over her, and it gave her peace. 
But she was unable to communicate. 

“My family is all praying while all of this 
is going on. The surgeon got angry and said 
‘I’m sorry, we’ve done all we can do. Prepare 
for her funeral.’ Or they said I may never 

walk or talk again. My mother said, ‘Yes, she 
will. You don’t have the last report; God has 
the last report,’” Kelie recalls with a smile.  

But the process would be painstakingly 
slow. Kelie came out of the coma but still 
was unable to speak, though she initially 
responded to the stimuli of doctors testing 
her reflexes. When she stopped, physicians 
feared she had too much brain damage, but 
she would still respond to Jason and his 
agitating pokes, which she said he had done 
often even before her stroke.  

It was that prodding that got her to speak 
finally, and after a month she was able to 
leave the hospital and head to a rehab facility 
for some intense physical therapy. She had to 
learn how to walk again, relying heavily on a 
cane still, and to overcome the loss of her left 
hand function.  

“I have just learned to adapt,” she said. 
“When the neural pathways in your brain 
are wiped out, you have to rebuild them. We 
don’t realize how many of those we have, 
like how to solve a problem or how to get 
home to your house.”

Kelie spent a year at the rehab facility, with 
some weekend visits to Austin. Once she was 
back home, a new challenge was on. Jason 
installed safety bars in their Hutto home and 
a ramp at the front door, and he’d added some 
workout equipment so she could continue to 
build strength at home. Her first goal was to 
make it to the mailboxes a few houses down 
her street without stopping. Her next goal 
was getting back to work. 

“They said I would not be able to go back 
to work, but I’m a 
fighter. I knew I could 
get better. I really want 
to work with students 
still,” she said. “I knew 
I couldn’t jump back 
into a full-time teaching 
job with my condition. 
I know I have to be 
realistic with myself 
and set goals.” 

She started doing some 
tutoring in Hutto ISD, 
picking up just a few 
hours every other day 
since she would tire 
quickly. When students 
returned to school after 

COVID quarantines were lifted, she hired on 
as a substitute and has gradually picked up 
more hours. She even spent the recent spring 
as a long-term sub at the Ninth-Grade Center.   

Today Kelie is an example of perseverance, 
and when she points out her physical 
limitations, she always adds the word “yet,” 
trusting God for improvement that will 
allow her to return to teaching full-time and 
get back to the physical strength she once 
enjoyed as an athlete. 

“Through all of this, I would always pray. 
That’s all I had was God (in that facility). 
It was very hard being away from home, 
and I wasn’t progressing as fast as I think 
I should,” she said. “I would think about 
the 400, and how I’d need to push to get 
to the home stretch and finish the race. I 
talked to myself harder and harder and it got 
discouraging. But my mother always taught 
me to pray and to depend on God and not 
myself. You can’t rely on your own strength.” 

She believes God allowed her to experience 
the stroke because He knew she could 
weather the storm. 

“I’m a fighter. I’m a child of God and I 
can make it through this,” she said with 
assurance. “My students will sometimes 
come up to me and say ‘I can’t do this. This 
is hard.’ And I tell them, ‘difficult and hard is 
not impossible. Take baby steps.’  

“That’s another thing I had to learn was to 
take baby steps. I wanted to jump into some 
things but I couldn’t. So I’d have to pray for 
patience. Just like a runner, you just build up 
endurance and keep running.” “My mother said, ‘You 

don’t have the last report; 
God has the last report.”
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If you learn nothing else from seeing Michelle Garcia Holmes’ 
name on campaign signage around the city of Albuquerque, 
N.M., it’s that she’s persistent. 

A native of the area and lifelong resident, Michelle’s name on the 
ballot is not a surprise for those that know her and her desire to 
improve her home state. 

Running as a Republican in a region that is traditionally dyed-in-the-
wool Democratic is akin to a salmon swimming upstream, and many 
know politics can be an ugly, cruel arena. But to hear Michelle’s heart 
and learn her background is to realize that she’s got some tenacity to 
weather the grueling nature of running for political office. 

“I really consider myself a political activist and I use the running 
platform to get messages out. When I first started running, no one 
was talking about the life issue; none of the candidates would admit 
on the platform that they were pro-life,” she recalled. “So I used the 
platform to really speak out, and I think we sent a message that it was 
important. When I would speak about it, we’d get response from the 
crowd, and I believe it encouraged others running for office to share 
why they were pro-life. It started to become a platform issue. 

“As long as we get the message out about egregious things that are 
happening, like late-term abortion, crime and things that do not 
support our community in a positive way, we should never refrain 
from speaking out about it,” she added. 

And she has. Currently, Michelle is running for a seat in the U.S. 
Congress, representing New Mexico in the House of Representatives. 
She won her primary in June and will face the Democratic candidate 
in the November election. An evangelical Christian raised in the 
Catholic church, Michelle has certainly hit the hot button with her 
stance on abortion, but she also has used previous campaigns to speak 
out about taxation of those on Social Security. The rampant crime is a 
source of concern for her since it hits so close to home. 

Michelle started her career in law enforcement with the Albuquerque 
Police Department in 1984, then a single mother of three. She worked 
patrol on the graveyard shift so she could get her children ready 
and dropped at school before getting some rest for making court 
appearances as needed. She began taking some college courses but it 
was a juggling act with her busy schedule and she didn’t get far. 

After 10 years, she became a detective, working specifically with 
child abuse, and the daytime hours made it a little easier to pick up 
classes here and there. When she met the director of the Albuquerque 
campus of Wayland Baptist, she found a fit in a place that was 
friendly to law enforcement and flexible. With support from her 

family and her now-husband Earl, also a policeman with APD, she 
dove in and completed her degree in 2005. 

“It was one of the best experiences. I finally graduated and was really 
proud of that. I made so many friendships, and there were so many 
officers that signed up at the same time. There were such interesting 
people trying to reach goals that were pretty much not achievable for 
me out of high school,” she recalled. “Graduating later in life and 
being a mom, wife and police woman was quite a feat for me. You can 
have all this experience in your career and the degree gives you more 
credibility. It gives you more opportunity. I don’t believe I would have 
become the Chief of Staff in the Attorney General’s office had I not 
had my degree. Resume does matter; college education does matter.” 

With that achievement under her belt, Michelle considered law 
school, but instead jumped at the chance to use her police experience 
at a higher level by working for Gary King, attorney general and son 
of former Governor Bruce King. She started as he took office in 2006, 

new mexico candidate 
uses campaign to 
spread hope

Michelle Garcia Holmes served 22 years with the Albuquerque police force, first on patrol 
and then as a detective specializing in child abuse cases.
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working heavily on his number one goal to 
create a statewide government corruption 
investigation division. She also worked on 
issues involving children and sat on the Child 
Fatality Panel for several years. Husband Earl 
was hired as Director of Investigations for the 
AG, so the pair worked together again. 

The office worked closely with legislators to 
get tougher on crime dealing with children 
and child predators as well as human 
trafficking. While DNA evidence was still a 
relatively new thing, Michelle and her team 
attempted to pass legislation that would 
help track criminals through samples, a 
tough proposition. Her team worked with 
the District Attorney to get the statute of 
limitations removed on sexual assault, a 
monumental move for victims.  

But it was an idea from a TV broadcast that 
gave Michelle the inspiration to lead an effort 
that would eventually result in the capture 
of the Ether Man rapist who terrorized the 
region for two decades, including nine years 
in Albuquerque. 

“I had watched a program on television that 
talked about taking someone’s DNA and 
indicting it in the courts. That’s what started 
the chain of events for that case. I went to the 
District Attorney’s office and told her about 
it and showed her all the information and she 
said, ‘Let’s do this,’” recalls Michelle. “We 
were the first to indict DNA in New Mexico 

and the second in the whole country. A 
decade later (the rapist) was captured through 
DNA. So you never realize the impact you’re 
going to have when you do something.” 

Michelle retired from the state office in 2014 
when King left, and was considering her next 
move. With the election approaching, she 
decided to make a run at mayor, convinced 
she could make strides into the city’s growing 
crime problem with her experience. 

“We jumped in late and it was a total 
train wreck. We learned a lot though,” she 
said with a laugh. “I originally ran as an 
independent, because I didn’t want to be put 
in a box. I wanted to be my own person. But 
I have the same group of volunteers I started 
with when I first ran for office.” 

After that, the Republican Party approached 
Michelle about joining forces. She and Earl, 
who has served as her campaign manager 
all these years, jumped in since her values 
aligned so closely. She entered the 2018 
race for Lieutenant Governor but lost in 
the general election. She decided to try 
once more, this time for Congress. And 
while the state is solidly blue, she feels a 
shift coming as rising crime, the economic 
recession and COVID protocols have left 
many rethinking their allegiance. And she 
wants to make her home city a better place 

for the next generation, including their seven 
grandchildren split among their blended 
family of five children.  

And what if this election doesn’t end in 
victory? Michelle is taking all that in stride 
and trusting in God to reveal her next steps. 

“This may be the last time unless we win, and 
if so I’ll seek reelection and pray about where 
God wants me to do my best work. He’s 
always been faithful, and I trust in the Lord 
with all my heart,” she said. “I’ve definitely 
seen some miracles on the campaign trail, and 
the discernment God gives when you choose 
to serve Him is phenomenal. We’ll continue 
on the path wherever God wants us.” 

At the end of the day, Michelle is just glad 
that for a time, she had a voice and a chance 
to shed light on important things. 

“If people think when they run for office that 
the platforms they talk about don’t matter, 
they do matter. We’re all in a position to 
serve the Lord, and this is one of the ways 
I serve the Lord: talking about issues that 
directly affect people and lives. If we can be 
the outspoken one about it, look how we can 
make changes,” she says. 

“We’re all in a position to serve the Lord, and 
this is one of the ways I serve the Lord.”

Michelle in 
uniform working 
a parade in 
Albuquerque.

Michelle’s passion comes from 
wanting a better place for her 
family, pictured here, to live.
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Our story begins around March 1990. Dan was in the Air 
Force, and we were young (I was 18, Dan was 20). I went 
for a routine checkup between 16-19 weeks of my pregnancy 

and had some bloodwork done. Little did I know that a blood test 
(AFP) would completely change my life and the world as I knew 
it. I received a phone call about my results and was told my alpha 
fetoprotein levels were elevated, and I needed to come in for an 
ultrasound. I was also told “not to worry” that these levels can mean 
several things… Twins, further gestation, Down Syndrome, or several 
neural tube defects.  

I believe God began preparing me at that very moment. Something 
deep inside my soul and heart knew that my baby was going to have 
the “worst” of these possibilities. It seemed like an eternity before 
that ultrasound. Once there, we had the dreaded silence from the 
technician and a wait that seemed to take forever to hear from the 
doctor.  

My worst fears had come true. My baby had anencephaly, a severe 
congenital condition in which a large part of the skull is absent, along 
with the cerebral hemispheres of the brain. There were no outcomes 
that would allow my baby to survive outside the womb. My first 
decision was whether to carry to term. My husband and I are very 
strong Christians, and terminating my pregnancy was not an option. 
I was already so in love with this precious baby I was carrying. How 
could I end that life? As long as my baby was thriving in my body, 
it would have a safe place to grow. I treasured every day of sickness 
(which lasted all nine months), every kick, bruised rib (yes, this 
baby loved kicking my ribs), and any movement my baby made. I 
continually prayed for a miracle, but also did my best at preparing for 
the worst. 

I was told by several doctors that women carrying anencephalic 
babies did not go into labor on their own, and I would need to 
schedule an induction. As we got closer to my due date of July 17, 
the hospital scheduled an induction for July 22. I dreaded that day 
because I knew that would be the last chance for my baby to be alive. 
I continued to pray for a miracle of healing and that I would go into 
labor on my own and have a healthy baby. 

We serve an Almighty God, and he DID answer my prayers. I did 
not get all the miracles I prayed for, at least not the way I wanted 
them to turn out. He DID say, “yes” to allowing me to go into labor 
on my own. On July 20, early in the morning, I began contractions. 

When I called the hospital, they told me I must be mistaken because I 
shouldn’t be in labor with this baby. After a couple more hours, I went 
to the hospital, and I was right! I was in labor. God knew my heart 
couldn’t handle being induced.  

At 5:43 p.m., our little girl, Jesica Lynne, came into this world. She 
weighed 4 lbs. 11.5 ounces and was only 15” long, but she was 
alive! The next 37 hours were a whirlwind as we had doctors, nurses, 
family, and church friends surrounding us. My precious girl never 
cried, her breathing was shallow at times and then would get better. 
She was so tiny, I couldn’t nurse her, but she tried to eat from a bottle 
that her daddy gave to her. We were blessed with 37 precious hours 
with her on this earth. We took pictures during that time, prayed over 
her, held her (all the time) and sang “Happy Birthday” to her when 
she reached 24 hours old. 

Other prayers were answered during that time. We prayed that all 
our family would make it to Griffiss AFB in New York to see her 
while she was alive. During that time, we were blessed with four 
generations being in the room together. My parents, grandparents, 
and little brother were all there within the first few hours. Dan’s mom 
and sister had to fly from Lubbock to see her. They arrived just as 
she turned 24 hours old and had time to love on her. We took a lot of 

Couple shares mercy of God during 
darkest hour

The Reynolds family gathers to spend precious hours with baby Jesica, born with several 
defects.

By Barbie Reynolds, BM’10, MBA’16, and 
Daniel Reynolds, BCM’18, MAM’22
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pictures and a video. No one saw her defect, which was 
very obvious; they just saw our beautiful Masterpiece made 
by our Heavenly Father and they loved her. 

Our little girl felt nothing but love from all who were 
involved, and her life mattered. Her story reached around 
the world, and I thank God for her testimony. She passed 
away at 6:47 a.m. on July 22 in my arms and entered the 
arms of Jesus. I have full assurance that we will see our 
baby girl again in Heaven. 

We had a local funeral service for her on July 23 and 
then a graveside service on July 27 in a family plot in 
Pennsylvania.  

It’s been 32 years, and this is the first time I’ve written 
down her story. A lot of details have probably slipped my 
mind, but I focus on the time we had with her and the good 
memories. She will always be my first baby and the one 
who made me a Momma. I am grateful. 

My dad wrote a letter to her when she was 9 hours old. 
He told us her name meant “God has Mercy.” I didn’t 
look it up myself and this was way before computers and 
Google. Her tombstone has “God has Mercy” on it and 
God was merciful during this time in our lives. However, 
I’ve recently looked up the meaning of Jesica for myself. It 
comes from the Hebrew word yiskah (Iscah) which means, 
“God beholds” or “God sees.”  

The Exhaustive Dictionary of Bible Names gives the 
following definition for Iscah: “She will look out, as to 
God; she will see. Sheltered; protected. He will pour out; 
He will anoint her; He will screen her.” This meaning of 
her name speaks more to me now and is a sweet reminder 
that God did see her, He protected her from this cruel world 
by calling her to Him so early in her life. He used Jesica 
to reach others for His glory and is still doing that today. I 
pray that Jesica’s story will bless all who read it.  

Philippians 4:6-8 spoke into my life during this time as 
never before.  I did pray, I felt God’s peace that only He 
could give, and I thought on those things that were pure, 
lovely, and praiseworthy. God gave me my miracle. He 
gave me my beautiful Jesica even if only for a short season. 
       

Editor’s Note: We were well into the production phase of this magazine when alums Dan and Barbie Reynolds reached out to us with this story. 
They had shared recently and thought it might bless others in the Wayland family. Since the theme of “Pressed but not Crushed” had been 
set much earlier but was not public knowledge, we felt the Lord needed this story to be shared as well. May it bless you regardless of your 
hardship. 

Barbie Reynolds holds 
her first-born baby, Jesica 
Lynne, during the 37 hours 
of her brief life on earth.

Dan and Barbie today, serving at LakeRidge Baptist Church.
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Homecoming 2022 was a special time as it meant the return to an 
in-person celebration on the Plainview campus that had been missed 
the year before. It also heralded the “new normal” as it incorporated 
several of the virtual aspects of the 2021 weekend for those who 
were not yet comfortable attending gatherings or could not make the 
journey for whatever reason. 

“We learned a lot from the 2021 celebration that was almost all 
virtual, and we got an overwhelming thumbs up from a few things 
we decided to carry over, like the military reunion via Zoom and the 
homecoming boxes sent via mail,” said Teresa Young, then director 
of alumni relations. “While it was a logistical challenge to pull off 
both in-person events and virtual events – sometimes simultaneously 
– we learned that there was still interest in Homecoming, even if 

people are unable to travel to Plainview.” 

The Blue and Gold Awards dinner returned on Friday night, with 
several honored: Distinguished Alumni Award winners Dr. Nelson 
Hayashida, Dr. Glenda Payas, Dr. Emily Smith and Dr. Gabriel 
Trujillo; Distinguished Young Alumni Award winner Johnny Terra; 
and Distinguished Benefactor Award winners Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Mattox. Two scholarship awards were dedicated, including one 
honoring longtime English professor Dr. Arch Mayfield and one in 
the name of Dr. Estelle Owens. And the alumni association unveiled 
the renaming of the Lifetime Service Award after Joe and Freda 
Provence while remembering Joe at the banquet. 

Highlights of the homecoming weekend included the groundbreaking 
for the new addition to the Moody Science Building and the 
unveiling of the new Kenneth L. Mattox School of Mathematics 
and Sciences, with recognition of both the Mattoxes, the Moody 
Foundation and the Mabee Foundation as principal donors to the 
project. A groundbreaking was also held at the Mabee Regional 
Heritage Center for the new Flying Queens Museum to be completed 
in late fall. 

homewayland homecoming 2022
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Homecoming 2023 will feature many of the traditional favorite 
events of past weekends, such as the chapel panel discussion, awards 
banquet and the new School of Creative Arts Showcase as well as 
the fan-favorite home basketball doubleheaders. 

Wayland Alumni Association will once again honor Distinguished 
Alumni from the Plainview campus, including a new Pioneer 
Educator Alumni Award. 

A celebration of the Flying Queens Museum is set for the weekend. 
The following is the tentative schedule for the weekend, and you 
can find firm details, as well as a registration form with a new 
opportunity to pay for any costs securely online with a credit card or 
bank account, by using the Homecoming QR code on this page. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: 

Military Alumni Virtual Reunion, 7 p.m. CT 

Thursday, Feb. 16:  

Museums and Art Gallery open 

Basketball Doubleheader vs. USAO, 6 p.m. Queens, 8 p.m. Pioneers 

Friday, Feb. 17: 

Museums and Art Gallery open 

Registration, 9 a.m. 

Chapel with Alumni Panel Discussion, 11 a.m. 

Legacy League Luncheon, Noon – Free for class of 1973 and prior, 
$10 guests 

Campus Tours, 2:30 and 3:30 p.m. 

Honor Class Reunions, 3 p.m. 

Blue & Gold Awards Banquet, 6 p.m., $15 per person 

School of Creative Arts Showcase, 8 p.m. 

Looking to 2023

Scan the QR code to learn more about the 
homecoming details and to register!

Saturday, Feb. 18:  

Museums and Art Gallery open 

International Choir Reunion and Mini-Concert, 10 a.m. 

Flying Queens Museum Grand Opening, 10:30 a.m.

Young Alumni Coffee and Conversation, 11 a.m. 

School of Christian Studies Mixer, 1 p.m. 

Basketball Doubleheader: 2 p.m. Queens, 4 p.m. Pioneers (with 
crowning of royalty) 

Wayland’s Got Talent Show, 8 p.m.
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Distinguished Alumni, Plainview 

Dr. Nelson Hayashida, BA’70: After learning much about the field, 
Dr. Hayashida followed his education with professorial roles around 
the world and with pastoral care and chaplaincy roles in California. 
He is currently a recovery support liaison for the Enloe Medical 
Center in Chico. 

Dr. Glenda Payas, BS’69: Dr. Payas followed her Wayland education 
with dental school, then served at the Claremore Indian Hospital 
with the U.S. Public Health Corps. She then went into private dental 
practice in Tulsa, spending 28 years serving the community before 
retiring in 2017. She served on several professional boards and was 
recognized as one of the top women in dentistry. 

Dr. Emily Smith, BS’03: An epidemiologist and researcher at 
Duke Global Health Institute, Dr. Smith earned her science degree 
then pursued a research career. Her research interests include 
children’s global surgery, health systems in low-income countries, 
health economics, and global health policy. She has spent the 
pandemic educating from her expertise via social media as Friendly 
Neighborhood Epidemiologist. 

Dr. Gabriel Trujillo, BA’93, MEd’95: A military veteran, Dr. Trujillo 
earned his degrees in education and started his career in the Plainview 
schools as a teacher, soon moving into campus leadership. He served 
in Duncanville and Grand Prairie before taking his current role as 
superintendent at Nacogdoches ISD in April 2020.

Distinguished Young Alumni Award 

Johnny Terra, BBA’11, MBA’12: A former Pioneer basketball player 
from Brazil, Johnny started his CPA career in Plainview, then moved 
to Amarillo with Happy State Bank while opening his own financial 
services and consulting business. In late 2021, he merged with an 
existing firm to become a partner in LPT CPAs & Advisors. He 
and wife Aubrey, a 2014 graduate, have two young children. They 
recently completed an endowed scholarship for international students 
at Wayland. 

Distinguished Benefactor Award 

Dr. Kenneth (BS’60) and Mrs. June Mattox: Dr. and Mrs. Mattox’s 
significant gift to the Moody Science Building project helped 
spur funding. Mattox spent his career building a reputation as an 
innovative trauma surgeon, developing his own cardiac procedure and 
earning multiple accolades. He recently retired after 40-plus years as 
Chief of Staff at Ben Taub Hospital in Houston.

Distinguished Alumni
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Distinguished Alumni, External Campuses

Scan the QR code to learn more about the awards 
and to nominate someone!

Siblings Rodolfo Arceo, MEd’18, Clovis - Principal, 
Lockwood Elementary, Clovis, New Mexico & Lidia 
Delarosa, MEd’10, Clovis - Principal, La Casita 
Elementary, Clovis, New Mexico

Dr. Alberto Morales, MAM’11, MEd’13, Hawaii 
-- Branch Chief, Center for Excellence in Disaster 
Management and Humanitarian Assistance, Hawaii

Cindy Perez, MEd’11, Amarillo - Training Coordinator, 
City of Amarillo, Amarillo, Texas

Dr. Angelica Landry, BAS’14, MBA’16, DMgmt’18, 
Sierra Vista – Instructional Designer, US Army, Sierra 
Vista, Arizona

Jack DeForrest III, BSOE’07, San Antonio – Executive 
Director of Transportation, Northeast ISD, San Antonio, 
Texas

Carrie Richardson, BAS’19, Wichita Falls – Head Chef, 
Chartwells/Wichita Falls ISD, Wichita Falls, Texas

Araceli “Sally” Jones, BSOE’08, Anchorage – retired 
Anchorage Police Department officer, Anchorage, Alaska

Leslie Lepe, BAS’20, Phoenix – Public Works 
Management Assistant, City of Phoenix, Arizona 

Jeff Ling, BSOE’08, MAM’19, Fairbanks - Senior Pastor, 
First Baptist Church, North Pole, Alaska 

Betty Catherman, BSOE’00, MBA’04, Lubbock – CFO, 
Pro Petroleum, Lubbock, Texas 
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Student Spotlight

Deciding her next steps after retiring from the Army was not that 
much of a challenge for Krendra Harralson. The Washington native 
grew up with two main goals: to be a soldier and to be a nurse. And 
with one already under her belt, nursing was the natural next phase. 

Stationed in San Antonio when she retired in December 2018, Kren-
dra chose Wayland since it was a closer drive, enrolling during the 
transition period to pick up some basics. Working with a vocational 
rehab counselor from the Veterans Administration, Krendra felt a little 
disconnected, and the retirement transition was harder on her than she 
anticipated. Add in pain due to an earlier 
fibromyalgia diagnosis and she was 
barely hanging on. She opted to finish 
the Bachelor of Applied Science, sure she 
would not get into the nursing program. 
Then a new VA counselor gave her a 
boost of encouragement. She applied 
twice, and in late fall learned she had 
been accepted. 

She started the Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing program in January, with support 
from her husband Philip, also an Army 
veteran, and their three sons: Daniel, 22; 
Christian, 15; and James, 8. Krendra is 
thrilled to get to use her experience as a 
combat medic in the civilian world. 

“I really enjoyed point-of-injury care and trauma, so I thought when I 
retired I’d go into nursing. It’d be a change of pace, and I’ll get to use 
the skills I’ve acquired in positively affecting the community through 
medicine,” she noted. “Nursing is a goal I set for myself before I even 
went into the Army. It’s about accomplishing goals and the end result 
is how can I positively affect my community. Nurses are always going 
to be needed. If I can be a research or forensic nurse, and leave behind 
a legacy for my kids and the community, then so be it.” 

The stress level has surprised Krendra, who once deployed with 
combat engineers who “drove around looking for things that blew up 
on the side of the road.” But she’s determined to overcome that and 
her health challenges, which she attributes to multiple blast injuries, 
vehicle accidents and regular sling-load operations as a flight medic.  

Her experience led to involvement with the Arthritis Foundation, 
and she serves on the regional board and co-chairs the Military and 
Veteran Engagement Group. She brings a passion to advocate for a 
population that is highly diagnosed with conditions like hers. She was 
named 2021 Military Honoree for the Jingle Bell Run fundraiser to 
honor her work. 

Krendra said her condition has also spurred her motivation to earn 
her nursing degree and become an advocate for others who are often 
misunderstood by medical professionals. As one who has often visited 
ERs and doctor’s office and experienced difficulty communicating 

with healthcare providers, she sees the 
opportunity to close that gap. 

“I want to become a nurse so that people 
who suffer from chronic pain, fibromy-
algia or PTSD feel comfortable seeking 
care, so that people that happen to look 
like me know that there is someone there 
that understands, for little kids to know 
that they can do big things as well,” she 
says. “I want to be a nurse because I want 
to be a liaison for those who feel like they 
have no voice.”

Harralson brings combat 
medic experience to 
nursing school

San Antonio
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Not many Wayland students can say they 
did homework while strolling the streets of 
Disney World or took their Spanish final on 
the Tower of Terror. But Rebecca Breeden is 
not just any Wayland student. 

A senior legacy student and humanities 
major, Rebecca spent her Fall 2021 semester 
at Walt Disney World in Florida as part of 
the College Program, simultaneously taking 
nine hours of classes online. Primarily, she 
split time between five different food stations 
within Sunset Boulevard, an area just inside 
the park’s entrance in Hollywood Studios. 
Rebecca said she divided her work shifts 
fairly equally between kitchen duties and 
front of house register duty. 

While some students would not relish the 
food service assignment, Rebecca said she 
enjoyed it because of her years of experience 
back home in Albuquerque, N.M., at a 
favorite chicken stop. 

“Since I was ‘Chick-fil-A bred,’ as I called 
it, I had more speed than a lot of people at 
being accurate at orders, so they put me on 
the register a lot. At one point I was able to 
crank out 75 orders in an hour, and we had so 
many tickets they actually had to tell me to 
stop because they were overwhelmed in the 
kitchen,” she laughed. “I was equally fast in 
the kitchen, but when they needed someone 

fast on register they would throw me on 
it for 3 to 4 hours a day. That was at our 
busier location.” 

Well trained in customer service 
at Chick-fil-A, Rebecca said she 
appreciated learning the Disney model 
for service that is known world-wide 
and learning how the company operates 
from the inside. She noted the five keys 

are (in order of importance) Safety, Courtesy, 
Inclusion, Show and Efficiency.  

“In ‘show,’ everything has to follow the 
story. I was in the 1940s on Sunset Boulevard 
working for Rosie and Eddie. That story is 
not known well because it’s not Disney; it’s 
just the basis for Sunset Boulevard, which is 
in California near where Disneyland is,” she 
noted. “At the end of the day, efficiency is 
not the most important part, but it’s making 
sure they enjoy their vacation and feel 
magical.” 

As a College Program intern, she was able to 
meet leaders at different levels. Completing 
the program also gives her preferred access 
to jobs after she graduates in December as 
an intern or as a regular employee at any of 
Disney’s properties – from parks and product 
stores to Pixar. 

“The internships all look interesting, but 
I’m not sure yet what I want to do,” said the 

daughter of 1991 graduate Rick Breeden, also 
chairman of the Board of Trustees at WBU, 
and Tami Breeden, a 2010 Master’s Degree 
graduate. “I’m open to anything within the 
Disney family.” 

Rebecca has been visiting Disneyland since 
childhood, and the place holds a special 
family meaning: her parents met there at 
a private party years ago. She’s always 
wanted to work at the park, and she applied 
for the Disney College Program as a WBU 
freshman, earning a coveted spot there. Then 
COVID hit, and the parks closed along with 
much of the country.  

The company called Rebecca in May 2021 
and offered her the opportunity to attend… 
but it would be at Disney World. She jumped 
at the chance and arrived there mid-June, one 
of around 10,000 college students who help 
staff the 1,100-acre theme park. She returned 
to the Plainview campus on January 8 just in 
time for the spring term. 

Breeden spends term 
experiencing Disney 
in college program

Plainview
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owens’ love for alma mater 
extends to planned gift

Anyone who’s taken a history course with Dr. 
Estelle Owens knows her passion for the 
subject is legendary. But perhaps the only 

thing she’s equally passionate about is her alma mater. 
After all, she devoted more than 40 years to teaching at 
Wayland, and her involvement has continued even after 
retirement as an enthusiastic financial supporter. 

“My memories from Wayland are keen. So many times 
what I remember as an undergrad and what I remember 
from being on faculty get mixed up. But my experience 
here was real. It was genuine. It was fostered by people 
who cared about me and about every other student,” 
said Owens. “This was a place where, as the poet 
Haney puts it, ‘hope and history rhymed.’” 

Owens said her giving is birthed in large part out of 
gratitude for the scholarships and campus jobs that 
helped her sister Mary attend Wayland without great 
debt, particularly helpful for a family with three 
children that were all in college around the same time. 
She believes in paying forward those blessings, a 
practice she started as a young faculty member and has 
been faithful to continue. 

While regular giving to campaigns, scholarships, the 
Sally Society and pretty much every project that has 
come up have been important to Owens, she knew she 
wanted to make a lasting gift by including her school in 
her estate plans. 

“My life was invested in Wayland; why wouldn’t 
I invest in the university with my estate? Wayland 
was a life-changing experience for me, for my sister 
before me, for my nephew after me.  And I believe that 
thousands of others could say the same,” she explained. 
“Wayland allowed me to serve for a lot of years, and 

those years fed my soul and fulfilled my spiritual gifts of teaching, administration, 
and ‘helps.’  I cannot imagine a better way to seek significance in life than having the 
opportunity to serve others at such an institution. So, I will go to Glory convinced that 
leaving my estate to Wayland is the right thing to do.” 

As part of the legacy gift, Owens wants her gift to simply ensure that Wayland not only 
survives but thrives. While she agrees that a good education is possible at many places, 
“few offer as much help in developing a moral compass to guide one’s life as Wayland 
does. Everyone Wayland touches has the opportunity to become a better version of him 
or herself.” 

Boiled down, Owens sees her estate giving as a kingdom investment. She quotes the 
Randy Travis song “Three Wooden Crosses” as a motto of sorts: “It’s not what you 
take when you leave this world behind you; it’s what you leave behind you when 
you go.” While others may focus on family in their estate plans, she appreciates the 
eternal impact a place like Wayland makes as it raises up future leaders in a Christian 
environment, “giving them the life-altering tools to become all God intends them to 
be.” 

She is quick to point out that the amount of a gift is not important, only that alumni 
prayerfully consider simply being part of what is happening at Wayland and helping 
the school flourish. Starting small early on and growing giving as one is able is an easy 
way to make a difference over time and keep Wayland’s mission alive, Owens notes.  

“I had the 42 happiest years of my life serving on the faculty here. I benefited much 
more from that relationship than Wayland ever will from what gifts I could give, but 
if I do what I can and other alums do what they can, together we can make a huge 
difference for our alma mater, for current and future students and for a world that 
desperately needs good people to stand up and do the best they can,” Owens said.

Dr. Owens as a student with 
her faculty mentor, History 
professor Dr. Gwin Morris.

Owens poses 
with members 
of her family 
during the 
2022 Pioneers 
of Excellence 
Dinner
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In Matthew 6, after speaking to his disciples about provision, Christ 
instructed them with these words: “Seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” Since 

1908, Wayland has sought to be faithful to our mission to provide a quality 
education, but also to offer an environment where we first seek God and 
provide an opportunity for our students to grow in their faith. 

Since arriving at Wayland in late 2021, I have met some wonderful people. 
Many of these provide for the daily needs of our students. There is a deep love 
and admiration for what the University has done for its graduates and for the 
Kingdom. Relationships are sparked, lifelong friendships are made, careers are 
enhanced, and faith is found. It is a blessing to work here. 

One of the “wonderful people” if have met is Dr. Estelle Owens. Estelle 
taught at Wayland for parts of four decades. Many of you were influenced by 
your time in her classroom. Even though she is retired, Estelle’s legacy is just 
beginning as she has included Wayland in her estate plans. Her values, hopes 
and dreams will pass down to generations of students through her actions. 
Please take a few moments to learn more about the possibilities available to 
you by accessing the website or using the QR code below. 

There are many other ways you can partner with us to grow the Kingdom. 
First, we are happy to share that our own radio station is now available to 
all alumni and friends through the Internet. KWLD has positive Christian 
music all day long, is the home of Wayland athletics, and will soon have 
programming geared specifically for friends of the university. You can tune in 
now by scanning the QR code. 

Finally, many of you participated in our push to provide Wayland-branded 
Bibles for all incoming freshmen. The response has been overwhelming, and 
we would like to expand this to other incoming students across the nation. The 
Bibles are only $19.50, and you have the opportunity to include a personal note 
that will be delivered to the student with their Bible. You can provide a bible to 
a student by using the QR code on page 22.

I believe in Wayland and love the principles that ground the university, and I 
look forward to serving alongside you to advance our cause. 

Advancing Our Cause

Mike Hammack came to Wayland 
after serving at Hardin-Simmons 
University for 14 years, the last 11 
as Vice President for Advancement. 
He joined the Wayland family in late 
2021 as Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement.. 

“Mike brings a clear commitment to 
Baptist higher education and a proven 
record of success in institutional 
advancement,” said President Dr. 
Bobby Hall. “He certainly understands 
West Texas, having grown up in 
Snyder, and brings with him a 
broad network of experience and 
achievement.” 

 Leave a Legacy
KWLD, Christian Radio, 
Home of Wayland Athletics
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“This is a wonderful idea! When I arrived on campus, I didn’t even own a Bible, so 
it was awkward going to classes and chapel without one. When I got mine, my faith 
became more of a priority for me.”
-Calista Garces, junior from Amarillo, TX

To provide a Bible to our
students, please scan the

QR code below or type 
in the following link

Bless a Wayland Student

wbu.edu/give/bible-campaign-2022.htm
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On the morning of August 3, 2021, 
many Wayland alumni gathered 
around laptops, TV screens and 

smart phones to catch the much-anticipated 
wrestling match of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
games. After all, it’s not every day one of 
your fellow Pioneers is vying for a gold 
medal on the biggest stage in the world.  

By 7:30 a.m., the blue and gold faithful were 
starting a social media firestorm as Tamyra 
Mensah-Stock not only won Olympic gold 
but captivated the hearts of Americans 
with her genuine emotion, patriotism and 
personality.  

In her first-ever Olympic appearance, the 
Katy, Texas, native became the second 
American woman to win Olympic gold 
in wrestling when she defeated Nigeria’s 
Blessing Oborududu 4-1 in the women’s 
freestyle 68kg final round. Seconds after she 
was declared the winner, Tamyra raised a 
heart symbol, hugged her coaches and draped 
an American flag over her shoulders while the 
tears streamed.  

“All the stress that’s happened in the last five 
years has all been worth it,” she said through 
sobs. “I just want to go into a dark room and 
cry…. But cry from joy.” 

“When I actually won, all the stress just left 
my body, and it was just relief,” Tamyra said 
of the moment in a later interview. “It was 
like, ‘I did it. You knew you could do it and 

you did it! You didn’t let her stop you and you 
got it.’ I was just so proud of myself. It was 
cool that people put their trust in the fact that 
I was (ranked) number one and I achieved it. 
So yeah, I just cried.” 

More than just the Olympic milestone, 
Tamyra is proud of her accomplishment as the 
first Black woman to win gold in wrestling 
and the first WBU Pioneer to win Olympic 
gold. She’d love to be a role model, though 
it’s not a position she takes lightly.  

“It means I have put a person in front of these 
young women that looks like them, because I 
know people feel like they’re oppressed and 
people are holding them back. I never felt 
oppressed, and look where I’m at,” she said. 
“I want to show these women that, ‘Guess 
what? You can do it too. No one is stopping 
you except for you. I pray that they can see 
themselves in me and say, ‘I can do it too.’” 

Tamyra enjoyed a whirlwind tour of media 
interviews, winning even non-Wayland 
audiences with her authentic smile and 
bubbly, positive attitude. Audiences were 
impressed by her story of starting to wrestle 
as a sophomore in high school and excelling 
both there and at Wayland as a four-year All 
American and a two-time national champion 
(2014 and 2017). She then won the World 
Championships in 2019 for her weight class. 
She won the Olympic Trials in 2016 but since 
the US didn’t qualify in her weight class she 
did not get to compete in Rio de Janiero. She 

got her chance, finally, for the 2020 Tokyo 
games, shifted to 2021 due to the COVID 
pandemic. 

In November 2021, Tamyra was named 
“Most Valuable Patriot” during the third 
annual Fox Nation Patriot Awards ceremony 
held in Hollywood, Fla. Presenting the award 
to Mensah-Stock was Fox News’ Laura 
Ingraham, who noted that the Olympian 
“radiates a positive, infectious attitude,” and 
uses her platform “to share her love.” 

Swinging through town on her way to 
visit former coach and longtime friend 
Johnny Cobb on Feb. 7, 2022, Tamyra was 
surprised by a “Tamyra Mensah-Stock Day” 
in Plainview’s City Hall, led by Plainview 
Mayor Dr. Charles Starnes, one of her former 
business professors.  

Dr. Claude Lusk, presented a shadow box to 
Tamyra and spoke of both her sweet spirit 
and her tenacity inside the ring. 

“Before she steps into the ring, she’s as kind 
and caring and loving and bubbly. In her 
mind she says, ‘I’m about to athletically 
destroy you, and then I’m going to help you 
up and I’m going to pat you on the back and 
we’re going to smile and whoever is next in 
the ring, I’m going to destroy them.’” 

The 2017 graduate laughed humbly at the 
gathering of Wayland fans and friends, along 
with current WBU wrestlers who basked in a 
few moments with the Olympic star, surprised 
by the outpouring of love from her alma 
mater and former city. 

“I don’t think I’m a hero,” she said. “I’ve 
honestly just done what I’ve known my entire 
life. Love, love, love. That’s my faith,” she 
said. “That’s who I’ve been, and I want to 
continue doing that and spreading more love 
and joy because I feel like that’s honestly 
what makes the world go round. That’s how I 
got to where I am today.”

WBU wrestler captures Olympic 
gold and American hearts

Tamyra with two Wayland wrestlers.

Gold 
Standard
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When Betty Catherman enrolled at 
Wayland to finish her bachelor’s 
degree, the convenience factor 

was at the top of her list. She was a young 
wife and a fairly new mom, and she realized 
that education could be key to advancing 
in her company. But she was a full-time 
employee, so the traditional university where 
she started just wouldn’t work. 

“Once you’re in an organization, you see 
where, if you have your degree, there is room 
to grow. It may not guarantee anything but 
it gives open doors to the opportunity,” said 
Catherman, who earned her bachelor’s degree 
from the Lubbock campus in 2000 and an 
MBA in 2004. “When I found out what 
Wayland did and how they were pioneering 
in the education industry of nontraditional 
students, I jumped on that. I realized I could 
continue my education in so many different 
ways, while working in my organization, 
finish these goals and opening opportunities 
to myself. It gave me an expedient way to get 
there.” 

Currently retired from a role as Chief 
Financial Officer of Pro Petroleum with 
26 years of service to the organization, 
Betty believes that not only did Wayland fit 
her needs at the time, it was instrumental 
in helping her propel her company 
using technology. Betty was named the 
Distinguished Alumni Award winner for 
Lubbock for 2021, then was chosen Alumnus 
of the Year, and honored at Wayland’s 
homecoming in February 2022. 

“I am completely blown away by the award. 
I am so humbled and it was a blessing,” 
says Betty, who moved with her family to 
Horseshoe Bay in 2021 and is consulting 
for Pro Petroleum remotely. Husband Nick, 
who earned his Wayland degree in 2009, 
has been a longtime teacher and coach. The 
Cathermans have two grown children as well. 

A native of Sweetwater, Betty first came 
to Lubbock as a traditional student, then 
met Nick soon thereafter. They married in 
1996, and she felt she needed to jump into 
the workforce while she determined her life 

goals. She interviewed with the Rip Griffin 
Companies in Lubbock and started as a 
receptionist on September 1 just after her 
honeymoon. The company was a great fit 
from the start. 

“If you think about what Mr. Griffin had 
done, it’s the All American story. He started 
with a gas station off Fourth Street and turned 
it into a truck stop empire. It’s the American 
dream, and he left a legacy in Lubbock, that 
will live on and on. In doing that, it always 
was a small, family-owned business,” she 
said, noting the family feel made it easy to 
explore. “When I started as a receptionist, I 
was always intrigued by what everyone was 
doing. Wherever they needed help, I wanted 
to see if I could do it.” 

Encouraged by a coworker who was 
leaving, Betty approached her then-CFO and 
expressed interest in the tax office opening 
for Pro Petroleum. A week before the job 
opened, she was informed that she was being 
promoted, despite her initial impression that 
he wasn’t really convinced of the fit.    

“From then on, it was a constant environment 
for me to learn, to train, to grow. From 
the fuel perspective, one of the largest 
percentages of the cost is tax, from excise 
taxes at the federal level and state levels as 
well as environmental fees. Regulation is 
huge and it’s one of the greatest liabilities 
of the industry as well, so you have to do 
it right,” she said of the new responsibility, 
adding she brought the same integrity, 
tenacity and service mindset to the job as 
she had exhibited earlier. “I was blessed and 
honored that someone took a chance on me, 

Alumnus of the 
Year celebrates 
impact on 
petroleum 
industry
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and I always wanted 
to learn and absorb 
more. Those two 
things harnessed an 
environment where I 
could really flourish 
and grow in that 
organization.” 

And she did. She 
worked her way up 
to CFO, where she 
has helped oversee 
tremendous growth 
in the Rip Griffin 
family of companies, 
the sale of the 
truck stop properties in 2004, mergers and the building of three fuel 
terminals – central repositories for fuel transferred from pipelines 
at which transport trucks fill for hauling to various customers. One 
such project, located in Las Vegas, Nev., took five years to get off the 
ground with all the permitting and regulations.  

And recently, Pro Petroleum merged with Pilot Corporation, now the 
largest truck stop company in the world. Based in Knoxville, Tenn., 
the subsidiary Pro Petroleum still operates as fuel wholesaler and 
terminal operator and runs a mini-refinery in Arizona that converts 
waste fuel to usable gas and diesel. The learning has been vast. 

“What is amazing is all the different aspects of the industry I’ve 
been able to be involved in, from human resources, to finance and 
construction projects, to taxes,” says Betty, noting that she considers 
her work just as much a form of education as her schooling. “All 
the different levels in my traditional work environment and part of 
my education environment meant I was constantly able to pivot into 
different areas, and I didn’t feel intimidated because I felt like I had a 
good foundation and backing from both educations.” 

But perhaps nothing 
beats the experience 
she had when the 
two worlds collided. 
While in graduate 
school, she was 
serving as tax 
manager and felt 
the things she was 
learning could be 
applied to help her 
company, namely 
the new technology 
in business.  

“I could see a vision 
of Pro Petroleum 

where it didn’t have to be so cumbersome on people, where we could 
utilize technology to track everything from the time fuel was lifted 
until the time it needs to come back to us for reporting. I developed 
that in the master’s program of Wayland Baptist and then found a 
software company to partner with to develop it,” she says, still in awe 
all these years later. “We were able to grow in scale because of what 
we were able to do with streamlining that technology, and I literally 
wrote that for my final thesis paper. It was pivotal for me.  

“It’s full circle… your mind is energized as you are learning, and 
immediately it unfolds to how you can take that into practice. That 
nontraditional education was such an advantage for me, plus the great 
people around me. I could not have asked for a better way to lift my 
career.”  

Looking backward, Betty says some of the biggest rewards have 
come in the opportunities to mentor others both in her company and 
within the industry, which is largely dominated by men. She helped 
start an organization in Lubbock for women in high-level jobs to 
both encourage and empower them. But the job itself has been more 
enjoyable than it might seem.  

“The thing I have always said about my journey is that every day it’s 
not a dull moment. Yes, it may not sound fun, but there is something 
new that is going to happen every day,” she laughs. “A pipeline is 
taking fuel to a terminal. Truck drivers are coming in, pulling all that 
fuel and taking it all around the southwest. Your job is to make sure 
that every drop of that fuel is 100 percent accounted for, and it’s a 
task.” 

Left, Betty Catherman works with her laptop from a truck in the early years of automating 
the fuel industry in which she spent a career.

Betty and husband Nick and their children.
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The Wayland alumni family mourned the 
passing of a legend when Emeritus Di-
rector of Alumni Services Joe Provence 
died on Friday, January 21, 2022, at age 
82. Funeral services were held at Plain-
view’s College Heights Baptist Church 
the following Friday. 

Joe was a familiar face to alumni for 
many decades, having served the uni-
versity in various capacities from 1964 
until his retirement in 2007.  The last 20 
years of his tenure were in the alumni 
director’s chair, where he built many 
relationships. He received the emeritus 
designation after moving into a part-time 
role before he fully retired a few years 
later.  

“There’s just hardly anyone in the 
Wayland family who didn’t know Joe 
Provence. He lived and breathed this 
place, and he was always about ‘saying 
a good word for Wayland’ wherever he went,” said Teresa Young, 
Alumni Director from 2017-2022. “Stepping into that role was like 
filling very big shoes, but Joe was always so supportive and encour-
aging to me. Overall, just loved Wayland and her people.” 

The love Joe and wife Freda shared for WBU continued long after 
their retirement as they became founding members – and longtime 
president – of the Friends of Music (now Friends of Creative Arts), 
helping to raise funds for students. They continued to give generously 
to every cause on campus but were particularly connected to the arts 
and to athletics, where they were avid fans at most home contests un-
til Joe’s health began to fail. The pair were inducted into the Wayland 
Athletics Hall of Honor in 2021 for their support. 

Joe was a 1966 graduate of Wayland, then continued to make his mark 
working in recruitment and promotion, public relations and student 
activities, where he sponsored the cheerleading team and directed the 
Miss Wayland Pageant, before heading to the alumni office. He and 
Freda celebrated 60 years of marriage in August 2021. He was active 
in the Runningwater Draw RSVP, honored for 41 years of service, and 
was a deacon at College Heights.  

Not surprisingly, many alumni reacted to news of Joe’s death on so-
cial media with memories, and we wanted to share a few of those here 
as we remember Joe fondly. 

•     •     •

“Simply the Best. He was inspiring, a wonderful mentor and godly 
man. He loved people and invested in them. I was a beneficiary of his 
investment. He and Freda are deeply loved.” – Rev. Kirby Kennedy, 
BA 1980 

“I’m truly blessed to have known Joe and Freda Provence over the 
years. I first met Joe as he became my manager while I was Miss 
Wayland 1975. He had an incredible knowledge of the Texas pageant 

business, judges, talent, etc. But most 
of all, he had a real love for Wayland 
and had a terrific sense of humor that 
I so appreciated. Joe was so loved by 
so many people. Hard to believe he is 
gone.” – Amy Williamson Wilcox, ex 
1976 

“I love this couple so much...like so many 
others did. Joe and Freda had 1000s of 
‘kids’ over the years, and I’m blessed to 
have been one of them. Joe was ‘one-of-
a-kind’ in the best sense of that expres-
sion. So many stories and memories. He 
made a mark on SO MANY lives.” – Greg 
Griffin, BA 1983 

“I was always in awe of how much Joe 
loved Freda, Wayland, and all the stu-
dents. He was so supportive and encour-
aging. I’m thankful I got to know Joe! 
He will be missed by so many!” – Stacie 
Jackson Hardage, BBA 1989 

“Joe always had a smile and an encouraging word. His support was 
genuine, and his love for family, WBU and the many, many students 
he encountered ran deep.” – Ashley Applewhite Blount, BM 2004, 
MEd 2016 

“Mr. Provence was the perfect Ambassador for Wayland’s vision of a 
Christian education in Texas and around the world. He will truly be 
missed.” – Beckie Hatcher, BA 1977 

“He was such a wonderful light in my parents’ life when they were at 
Wayland and then such a guidance and light in my life when I was 
at Wayland. He was truly one of the most kind and genuine people I 
have ever had the privilege of knowing. He is now seeing the face of 
his Creator whom he adores so much.” – Brooke Boyd Ramirez, BSIS 
2019 

“Joe and Freda were such ambassadors for Wayland. Go rest in peace 
Joe. We’ve got this, until we meet again. Prayers for Freda and the 
Wayland family.” – Drilma Handley, MEd 1994

Remembering Joe
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& EndsOdds
Oral History Project

Have you been getting cards and emails asking you to verify your 
alumni information? We need those updated details… but we really 
want you to share your stories and be part of our Oral History Proj-
ect. When you call, you can share any stories related to your Way-
land experience, your career successes after college and more. It’ll 
all be recorded and excerpts used to create a beautiful coffee table 
book full of WBU memories. If you’d prefer to submit your story in 
writing, you can reach out to the alumni office for your personalized, 
secure web link to leave your stories and verify your contact infor-
mation to help us update our records. It’s your choice! You can also 
edit your story and submit photos to accompany it. The Oral History 
Project will remain open until December, then production will begin 
on the book itself. You have the opportunity to purchase a copy for 
your home along with other branded items but it is not required.

 

MemberDeals website

A new offering on the Alumni website will provide a place for 
discounts on everything from theme park tickets, sporting event 
tickets, hotels and travel, shopping and more… all at no cost to you 
as an alumnus of Wayland. MemberDeals is a nationwide program 
exclusively offered to those connected to Wayland. Simply visit the 
Benefits page on wbualumni.com and click on MemberDeals. You’ll 
be prompted for a password, so enter admin and then “submit” and 
the page will open for your perusal. Call the alumni office if you 
need assistance.

Recruiting tools on hand 

We’re rolling out a new tool to help you recruit amazing students 
like you to any of our Wayland campuses, including our WBUOnline 
offerings. This simple, pocket-sized Alumni Recruiting Kit will give 
you both easy talking points when sharing with prospective students 
as well as a leave-behind that puts the information they need at hand. 
Your best gift back to your alma mater will be to send great students 
our direction, regardless of their age or season in life. Reach out to 
the alumni office for your recruiting kit, and we’ll drop it to you 
by mail. We’ll also have them at future alumni and friends events. 
You’ll find extra helpful hints on the Alumni Website under the 
header “Recruit for Wayland.”

I have been staying very busy at Wayland lately. I have 
been teaching classes, serving food in the cafeteria, 
trimming a flower bed, leading worship in a weekly 
service, providing immunizations for students, hosting 
an advising session and tutoring a group in Spanish. 
It’s exhausting!

Now obviously I haven’t LITERALLY been doing all 
those things myself. But because I give to Wayland, I 
am helping ensure that all those things are happening 
every day, across our Wayland campuses. And it’s 
because that gives me such joy, I unashamedly invite 
you to join me. As someone who has enjoyed the 
Wayland experience yourself, regardless of what 
campus, you realize how valuable it can be for today’s 
students to have that same experience. That’s why your 
involvement is so vital, and why our Core Mission 
Fund is so important.

When you give to this fund, you support every facet 
of Wayland, from undergraduate student research to 
special scholarships that support our main MISSION: 
to educate students in a Christian environment. Gifts 
to the Core Mission Fund also provide unendowed 
institutional scholarships (like the Pioneer Scholarships 
and other academic awards), help maintain our existing 
facilities across the system and enhance campus 
technology.

We also value your support because a higher 
percentage of alumni giving can help us secure 
foundation grants and other funding. When you show 
your support – whether in a $25 per month gift or a 
$100 check – you get to be counted among that donor 
group. Most importantly, when you support your alma 
mater, you get the biggest benefit of all: knowing that 
you are having a direct impact on what God is doing on 
our campus.

Lives are being changed here. Doors are being opened 
here. Eternity is impacted here. Who wouldn’t want to 
have a hand in that? Visit our giving page at give.wbu.
edu and make a gift today to the Core Mission Fund. 
Or call me at (806) 291-3427 and let’s dream together 
about how you can impact students today!

~ Teresa Young, Development Officer
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Nursing School, San Antonio 
Campus welcome new leadership 

Dr. Nikolaos Moraros has joined the WBU 
faculty as Dean of the School of Nursing, 
located in San Antonio. Moraros replaces 
Dr. Diane Frazor, who served as dean since 
the program’s start in 2005 and retired this 
summer.  

Moraros comes to WBU from San Jacinto 
College in Pasadena, Texas, where he 
served as nursing department chair, and he 
has held leadership and faculty positions in 
the nursing arena for several years. He is a 
licensed registered nurse in several states.  

Dr. Jim Antenen, executive director of the 
San Antonio campus for 20 years, retired 
on June 30, handing over the reins to Dr. 
Clinton Lowin, a 1996 graduate who has 
previously served as religion faculty and 
Dean of the School of Religion. Lowin has 
spent four years in Germany as Director 
of Religious Education for the Department 
of Defense, working with the US Army 
Chaplain Corps. He holds a master’s degree 
from Southwestern Seminary and a doctorate 
in leadership and higher education from 
Southern Seminary.  

Antenen, who was awarded emeritus status 
by Wayland’s Board of Trustees, served 21 
years in the Air Force working with missiles, 
then as president of Community College of 
the Air Force, then spent nine years at USAA 
before joining Wayland.  

 

Science building project underway 

Work continues on the new addition to 
the Moody Science Building, home of the 

Kenneth L. Mattox School of Mathematics 
and Sciences. The groundbreaking was held 
during homecoming, and work began in the 
summer on the wing that will add chemistry 
lab space.  

Interior work on the existing building will 
also be part of the project, funded through 
the Impact 2020 Campaign with significant 
contributions from Mabee Foundation, 
Moody Foundation and alumnus Dr. Kenneth 
Mattox and his wife June.  

Citizenship Award winners share 
active roles on campus 

Emily Franklin, a senior from Plainview, and 
Samuel Daily, a senior from Pearland, were 
honored with the Citizenship Awards during 
the spring’s recognition chapel on campus, 
marking the 65th year of the highest honors 
given to a senior man and woman.  

Emily, the daughter of WBU alums Dr. Scott 
Franklin and wife Lori, graduated in May 
with a double major in mathematics and 
religious education. During her time at WBU, 
Emily was active in student government, the 
International Choir, President’s Ambassadors 
and the BSM as well as Rotaract Club. She 
also earned the crown of Miss Wayland on 
Nov. 6, 2021, at the annual pageant. She 
has gotten recognition for her research 
in arithmagic squares and plans to attend 
graduate school in mathematics. 

Samuel, the son of Stephen and Sonja 
Daily, earned a degree in English in May. 
He was involved in the BSM, played on the 
Wayland football team and worked in tutorial 
services and as a resident assistant. He has 
participated in several mission trips and 

served with Koinonia. He currently lives in 
Mexico and teaches English. 

Alumni Association honors 
freshmen, employees 

Jacquelynfaith Warmbrod and Sean Edlin 
were chosen as Freshmen of the Year for 
2021-22 by a vote of faculty and staff on the 
Plainview campus.  

An English major from Roanoke, 
Jacquelynfaith is active in BSM, Student 
Union Board, the spirit squad and Wayland 
Singers. Edlin, an English major from Santa 
Rosa, Calif., is in Wayland Singers, Sigma 
Tau Delta and Alpha Mu Gamma.  

The Association also honored employees Dr. 
Justin Lawrence, Donnie Brown and Linda 
Hoffman with the Distinguished Service 
Awards, chosen from their peers and given 
to those with at least ten years of service. 
Lawrence is an associate professor in the 
School of Behavioral and Social Sciences and 
Wayland’s Title IX Administrator. 

Brown is the Director of Spiritual Life at 
Wayland after serving as BSM director for 
many years at his alma mater, where he 
earned a religion degree in 1992. Hoffman is 
the lead academic advisor on the Anchorage 
campus, where she also coordinates 
graduations and is the site coordinator for 
Wasilla Valley. 

  

Enactus continues recycling, 
reducing initiative 

Wayland’s Enactus team continues to pursue 
its go-green initiative by encouraging 
students, faculty and staff to reduce, reuse 
and recycle. The group installed its fifth 
drinking fountain with a refillable water 
bottle station in the spring in the south 
hallway of Harral Fine Arts Center. Four of 
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the stations have been installed on campus 
– Nunn Business, McClung Center and the 
Laney Center – and one at the local YMCA. 
The newest station was made possible by a 
grant from Sam’s Club 8270 in Lubbock. 

Along with the water stations, the Enactus 
group petitioned the City of Plainview 
to repaint several recycle bins located on 
campus and update the signage to make them 
more noticeable. 

“People don’t like to do the extra work to 
separate trash or refill water bottles,” said 
junior Jackson Kent. “If people don’t have 
a convenient way to refill their water bottle, 
they will be more inclined to carry around 
disposable bottles. We are just trying to make 
it convenient for the individual. It’s probably 
the best way to encourage recycling or 
reducing waste in general.” 

WBU Cybersecurity program 
seeing success 

LUBBOCK – Students seeking a degree in 
cybersecurity are seeing historic success rates 
at 96% passing difficult TestOut certification 
exams as part of their curriculum. The tests 
have a 53% pass rate nationally. The TestOut 
certifications test a student’s competency in 
varying areas of cybersecurity. 

Enrollment in Wayland’s cybersecurity 
program is twice the national average and 
double the passing rate of other schools. As a 
result, TestOut is providing Wayland students 
plaques to commemorate their success rate. 

TestOut is also posting badges on their 
LinkedIn profiles and guaranteeing their 
skills to potential employers. 

Dr. Kelly Warren, dean of Wayland’s School 
of Business, said the incredible success rate 
is due to Dr. Joe Marnell, who oversees 
the program and designed much of the 
curriculum to meet the national certification 
standards, and Dr. Sammy Van Hoose, who 
assisted in development. 

Athletics News: 
Leadership changes 

Jim Giacomazzi, head coach of Pioneer 
Volleyball since 2007, was named Athletic 
Director at Wayland in June 2022. He will 
continue to coach the Pioneers while serving 
as administrator over the 16 athletic teams at 
the university.  

He is a graduate of Azusa Pacific and has 
held leadership positions across the volleyball 
world. He and wife Trisha, an assistant 
professor in the School of Education, have 
three children, NATASHA, BS’15, and exes 
KRIS and NICK. 

The university also had coaching changes 
for the 2022-23 school year in several sports. 
Stryder Davis joined as head wrestling coach, 
coming to WBU from Oregon. Former 
cheerleader Kinsley Monroe was named 
coach of that program; and longtime high 
school coach Matt Garrett joined as head 
coach of women’s golf.  

New sports offering 

Wayland announced the addition of women’s 
softball to the athletics lineup in the spring, 
hosting the first tryouts shortly thereafter. The 
program is already recruiting, with students 
competing independently this year as a 
“leadership class” while they practice and 
build a team strategy. The Pioneers will begin 
Sooner Athletic Conference competition in 
the 2023-24 school year.  

WBU Sr. Vice President of Operations and 
Student Life Dr. Claude Lusk said, “We 
are incredibly excited to be adding softball 
to our sport offerings. This is certainly an 
immensely popular sport in this region and in 
our conference. We believe that we can bring 
in some very talented student-athletes from 
this area as well as across the country and be 
competitive very quickly.” 

As of mid-August, the new program had 
already recruited 10 signees.  

Conference honors 

Wayland Athletics led the Sooner Conference 
in Scholar Athlete Teams for the 2021-22 
year, with 12 of its programs recognized for 
a combined team GPA of at least 3.0. The 
women’s golf team had the highest GPA of 
the conference with a 3.88 combined.  

Track and field standout Raheema Westfall 
was named Sooner Athletic Conference 
Female Co-Athlete of the Year, sharing the 
award with Science & Arts softball pitcher 
Emily Cerny. A senior from St. Louis, 
Westfall was a 12-time NAIA All-American, 
five-time national runner-up and four-time 
national champion during her career at 
Wayland.  
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In 2022 alone, she won three national crowns 
and one runner-up title, capping her career 
at outdoor nationals last May by winning 
both the 100 and 200 meters to claim the 
undisputed title of fastest female in the NAIA 
and earning the meet’s Most Outstanding 
Performer distinction. Westfall broke a 
28-year-old national meet record and her 
own school record in the 200 with a time of 
22.98 seconds. She was named winner of the 
Roscoe Snyder Award, recognizing her as 
WBU’s top senior female athlete in 2021-22. 

Basketball player Kaylee Edgemon and 
wrestler Nina Pham once again collected 
the honor of SAC Scholar-Athletes of the 
Year for their sport, while sophomore Seth 
Dixon earned the honor for men’s wrestling. 
A forward from Littlefield, Edgemon was the 
first four-time NAIA All-American in Flying 
Queens history and finished her career as the 
fourth-leading scorer in program history. She 
shared the Roy McClung Award as Wayland’s 
most outstanding senior female student-
athlete in 2021-22. 

A native of San Jose, Calif., Pham was 
a two-time NAIA National Invitational 
champion at 101 pounds. At nationals this 
year, she outscored opponents a combined 
53-1, finishing the season 15-2 after going 
undefeated the previous season. She placed 
second at the 2022 U.S. Open and at the U23 
Nationals to secure a spot on U23 National 
Team.  

Dixon is a native of Hereford and a two-time 
national qualifier who this past season won 
the SAC title at 165 pounds. He earned NAIA 
All-American honors after finishing in eighth 
place at NAIA Nationals. 

Athletics Hall of Honor inductees 

In 2021, the Wayland Athletics Hall of Honor 
added several new individuals during a 
ceremony held on Nov. 6 during Fall Fling. 
Honorees were as follows: 

Brad Bass: Bass served as head coach for 
the Pioneer Baseball squad for 26 of the 
program’s 31 years, leaving in summer 2021 
to become head coach at Arlington Baptist. 
His teams recorded 16 winning seasons and 
won 1,021 games, 763 of those at Wayland. 
He hit his milestone 1,000th win on Feb. 
6, 2021. Bass also encouraged his teams to 
serve in the community, and the program 
was named the inaugural winner of the 
Sooner Athletic Conference’s Champions 
of Character Team Award in 2019. He was 
known for his relationships with players as 
well. 

Kim Kayler Clemmons: At 5-foot, 3-inches, 
Clemmons might not have seemed a threat 
in the track and field arena. But the Halfway 
native had talent, and she benefited from 
two great WBU coaches in leaving her mark. 
She still holds the WBU record in the high 
jump for indoors (5-11 ¼) and for outdoors 
(5-11 ¾) and was part of the Indoor National 
Champion Team in 1988. She also pinch-hit 
on the track, helping earn the sprint medley 
relay team a national title and the 4x100 team 
a national runner-up title. She earned eight 
All-American honors and graduated in 1990. 

Todd Jeffress: Plainview native and All-
State pitcher Jeffress made an impact at the 
school he thought he’d only attend one year. 
Yet in 2009, he was named Senior Class 
Favorite and still holds school records for 
wins (30), starts (57), innings pitched (336.2) 
and shutouts (7). He ranks second in career 
strikeouts (322), tied for second in complete 
games (18) and tied for fifth in career home 

runs (28). He earned the Bill Hardage 
Champions of Character Award as a junior 
and was co-recipient of the Roscoe Snyder 
Award as Wayland’s most outstanding senior 
athlete. 

Dr. Sylvia Nadler: A former Queen Bee 
player and coach, Nadler stayed after 
graduation in 1971 to teach physical 
education and coach the Bees and other 
teams. She became division chair in 1978, 
then Director of Athletics in 1983 after 
earning her doctorate degree. Though only 
running four competitive sports teams, 
Wayland twice claimed the NAIA all-sports 
competition national championships during 
Nadler’s tenure, including the Pioneers’ 
trip to the NAIA national tournament under 
Coach Mark Adams, whom she hired. 
She was named NAIA National Athletics 
Administrator of the Year for 1986-87, the 
first woman to be so honored. 

Joe and Freda Provence: Throughout their 
40-plus years as WBU students and staff and 
even after retirement, the Provences have 
proven true blue fans. Joe was founder of 
the Racket Squad and served as former cheer 
sponsor. The couple were regular attenders 
at Wayland sporting events both home and 
on the road, with particularly fond memories 
of exciting national basketball tournament 
trips. They have built many friendships with 
student-athletes over the years as well.  

Tim Thomas: Harley Redin Coach’s 
Award: A former Pioneer standout, Thomas 
graduated in 1987 and continued as an 
assistant under Rick Cooper for two years. 
He went on to coach at Central Florida and 
UT Pan American before becoming a highly 
successful high school boys coach with more 
than 500 wins over 20 years. Thomas has 
coached at Amarillo Palo Duro, Lubbock 
Estacado, Temple, Cedar Hill, Fort Bend 
Hightower, Odessa Permian and now Fort 
Worth Southwest. His teams have claimed 10 
district championships and have five Final 8 
showings. 

The most recent Hall of Honor induction was 
held October 29, 2022, with those honored as 
follows: 

Jim Carlisle: A 1977 graduate and former 
assistant track coach, Carlile was a well-
respected track and field official at all levels 
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– including the 1996 Atlanta Olympics – for many years. He held 
various USA Track & Field Association offices and was inducted into 
the National Officials Hall of Fame in 2016 and Texas Track & Field 
Hall of Fame in 2022. He died in 2020 at age 65. 

Shahala Hawkins: A four-time All-American volleyball player, 
Hawkins graduated in 2017 and left a mark at WBU. She was the 
Sooner Athletic Conference Freshman of the Year and a two-time 
SAC Hitter of the Year and MVP, in addition to being NAIA All-
National Tournament in 2013 when the Pioneers advanced to the 
national semifinals. Hawkins earned the Roscoe Snyder Award as a 
senior. She was among NAIA statistical leaders throughout her career 
and continues to hold all hitting and blocking records at Wayland. 

Alden Mann: Mann was a two-time all-American in football in 2015 
and 2016, the first for the Pioneers since program reboot in 2012. He 
was third in the NAIA in tackles as a junior and second as a senior 
when he was named to the Associated Press Little All-American 
Second Team and was a finalist for the Cliff Harris Award as the 
nation’s top small-college defensive player. The school record-holder 
for tackles in a game (25), season (136) and career (403), Mann was 
a three-time All-Central States Football League honoree and CSFL 
Defensive Player of Year in 2016. 

Tamyra Mensah-Stock: Mensah-Stock was a two-time National 
Women’s Collegiate Association national champion at Wayland 
in 2014 and 2017 in wrestling. She then took her talents to Team 
USA, winning world championships and other titles en route to an 
appearance at the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo (held in 2021). There, she 
became the second American female and first black woman to win 
gold since women’s wrestling was added as an Olympic sport in 2004, 
winning the hearts of the nation with her emotion and patriotism. 

Mary Williams: Williams was a four-time letter winner for the Flying 
Queens from 1969-73 and was credited with breaking the color 
barrier for Wayland women’s basketball. She played on two AAU 
championship teams and four NWIT championship teams, earning 
all-tournament, and played on a USA Pan American team. As a senior 
at Wayland she was named the Roscoe Snyder Award winner. After 
graduating in 1973, she went on to become a successful assistant girl’s 
basketball coach and head track coach at Sweeny High School. 

Kathy Harston, Harley Redin Coach’s Award: A former Flying Queen, 
Harston is the senior associate athletics director for sports programs at 
the University of Texas. After graduating in 1980, she spent two years 
as assistant at Texas Tech, then five years at Plainview High School, 
winning state in 1987. She was an assistant coach at UT for 18 years, 
then was in operations at Tennessee. She returned to UT in 2012 in 
her current role and also serves on the NCAA Division I Women’s 
Basketball Competition Committee. 

 

More Athletics News

To read more about past seasons by sport, find current schedules 
and news or to find links to watch streamed events live, please visit   
www.wbuathletics.com.
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Austria and Germany provide beautiful escape for 
alumni group 
Wayland’s first alumni travel tour was a great success 
even if the numbers were smaller than we’d hoped. 
Like many efforts, COVID thwarted our original 2020 
plans, but the 2022 trip was a great opportunity to 
still see the beautiful Passion Play in Oberammergau, 
some spectacular views and historic venues as well 
as to experience the culture of the area (read FOOD) 
at every turn. It was a packed 10 days but the group 
enjoyed time together and the shared experiences. 

“While many of our group of nine had been overseas 
and seen some of the places we visited, nothing 
compared to being able to enjoy them with Wayland 
people, especially our president and first lady, Dr. 
Bobby and Mrs. Laurie Hall,” said Teresa Young. “It 
was truly a great trip and I can’t wait to get to explore 
the next great place with Wayland alumni and friends!” 
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The next trips in the Wayland travel lineup are set and ready to 
register participants! One features a six-day tour covering all the 
must-see attractions in Washington, D.C., while the other explores the 
beautiful and historic Tuscany region of Italy over nine days. Both 
are “spotlight” tours offered by Collette Tours, which features the 
ease of a single hotel with transport to the day’s activities. 

Slated October 19-24, 2023, the Spotlight on Washington, D.C., 
tour gives participants a great chance to explore the nation’s capital 
and some of the most historic and traveled spots in the country. We 
will begin with a tour of the U.S. Capitol Building, followed by an 
opportunity to view many of the war memorials and the National 
Mall. Also included are visits to the following: 

• Washington National Cathedral 

• Ford’s Theatre and the Petersen House 

• Twilight tour of Jefferson, Lincoln and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
memorials 

• Arlington National Cemetery 

• Mount Vernon, Va., home of George Washington 

• Old Town Alexandria 

• White House Visitors Center 

• Museum of the Bible 

• Free time to visit other museums nearby 

Cost for this six-day tour is $2,579 per person based on double-
occupancy and $3,079 for single occupancy, including round-trip air 
travel from Dallas-Fort Worth International. Save $100 per person if 
booked at least six months in advance! A full travel insurance policy 
is available for an additional $299 per person. Land-only travel is 
available as well, and reservations are due by May 19, 2023. 

A “lunch and learn” webinar is planned with Collette travel specialist 
Karen Barclay for noon (CT) November 22, to share details of the 
trip.

Jump on board 
alumni trip to 
Nation’s Capitol

The link to register for the webinar and the detailed 
brochure with reservation form can be found on our 
travel page at www.wbu.edu or accessed through this 
QR code.
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Planned for May 2024, the Explore Tuscany tour with Collette 
includes a seven-night stay in the spa resort town of Montecatini 
Terme with day trips to beautiful landscapes and the food mecca of 
Europe. After on overnight flight from DFW International, we’ll tour 
the area, then head to tours in Lucca with its Romanesque churches, 
towers and medieval streets. Other highlights of this trip include the 
following: 

• Devil’s Bridge and the Gothic Line remains in Borgo a Mozzano 

• Museum of Liberation 

• Tuscan Winery educational tour 

• Academy Gallery, Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore and tour of 
Florence 

• Tour in Montecatini Terme or Siena 

• Leaning Tower, Baptistery and Field of Miracles in Pisa 

• Italian cooking class in the Tuscan countryside 

• Cheese Farm tour 

• Tour of medieval town of San Gimignano 

• Optional excursion to Cinque Terre 

Cost for this experience is $3,649 per person double occupancy and 
$4,049 per person single occupancy for full tour including airfare 
from DFW. A discount of $100 per person is available for reservations 
made before November 2023. Cancellation waiver and trip insurance 
is $399. Land-only travel is available, as is a business-class airfare 
upgrade. 

Additionally, travelers may add a five-day, three-night pre-tour 
extension to Rome for $1099 per person (double occupancy) or a 
three-day, two-night Gourmet Bologna post-tour extension for $899 
per person (double occupancy), includes land and air.

Taste the beauty of Italy

For a complete brochure with details and a 
reservation form, visit the WBU Alumni travel page 
using the QR code. 
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Trustees & Friends
GRADDY TUNNELL, former board member 
and donor, died May 21, 2022, at age 
94 in Plainview. A longtime attorney in 
Plainview, Graddy was a partner in LaFont, 
Tunnell, Formby, LaFont & Hamilton, 
L.L.P. for 60 years, He was also a veteran 
of the U.S. Air Force, served on many 
boards and organizations in the area, 
and was named Plainview Man of the 
Year in 1992. Survivors include three 
children, six grandchildren and two great-
granddaughters.

Faculty & Staff
LOIS BARNES, longtime employee of the 
Wichita Falls campus, died October 9, 2021, 
at age 76. She worked 33 years for the US 
Air Force in civil service as an education 
counselor before joining the WBU staff in 
2001. She retired in 2019. Survivors include 
two sons, five grandchildren and two 
siblings.

CRAIG CLAYTON, an employee of the 
Anchorage campus, died July 2, 2022, 
at age 69 in Anchorage. He spent 30 
years in the US Air Force before joining 
the WBU family. Survivors include wife 
CAROL LEE CLAYTON, BSOE’07, and an 
Anchorage employee, one son and two 
granddaughters.

DON EVERSOLE, a longtime business 
professor, died April 28, 2022, at age 88 in 
Plainview. He served in the US Air Force for 
22 years, then came to work at Wayland. 
Survivors include five children, including 
JAMES EVERSOLE, EX; JANET BROWN, 
BA’83; JUDITH EVERSOLE, BS’85; and JULIE 
BARNES, BA’94; 10 grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

RANDY PARSONS, a former employee of 
the Lubbock campus, died August 5, 2021, 
at age 85. He had worked in church music 
for many years, then joined the WBU staff 
as academic advisor and adjunct faculty. 
He was in Singing Men of Texas. Survivors 

include wife Myrna, two children, four 
grandchildren and a brother.

1940s
LEILAFAYE HICKS BEARDEN, AA’42, died 
June 14, 2022, at age 98, in Dallas. She 
lived most of her life in Levelland and 
Andrews before moving to Dallas in 
2004. Survivors include three children, 
seven grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. 

MARGUERITE COLE, AA’43, died March 
8, 2022, at age 97 in Hereford. She was 
a teacher in Springlake and Dimmitt 
and ran the family farm after husband 
Floyd’s death. Survivors include four 
children, eight grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren and a brother.

DONALD GREEN, AA’46, died May 22, 2021, 
at age 92. A veteran of the US Army, he 
taught at Big Spring High School before 
becoming an administrator, retiring in 
1986. He was a 49-year member of the 
Kiwanis Club, boasting perfect attendance, 
and sang in a barbershop quartet. 
Survivors include a son, a granddaughter, 
three great-grandchildren and a sister. 

LOLA FARNSWORTH KERR, AA’41, died 
July 26, 2022, at age 101. She attended 
Southwestern Seminary, then went to 
work for First Baptist Church in Midland, 
later writing a comprehensive history 
of the church. Survivors include three 
children, seven grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

MARJORIE FARNSWORTH MORRISON, 
AA’43, died April 27, 2022, at age 99. She 
taught school and served in ministry 
alongside her husband Lloyd until 
retirement in 1993. Survivors include three 
children, nine grandchildren and 21 great-
grandchildren. 

ROSE WANG HSIEH PU, BS’49, died August 
5, 2022, at age 94 in Houston. She was 

one of the earliest Chinese students at 
Wayland, arriving in 1948, later completing 
a master’s degree at Baylor in 1951. She 
eventually became an elementary teacher 
and was named a Fulbright Exchange 
Teacher in 1984-85 to Bathgate, Scotland. 
Survivors include three daughters and 
three grandsons.

WILMA WELLS, EX, died July 21, 2022, 
at age 94 in Lubbock. She played for the 
Flying Queens for a year before marriage 
and later retired from the Goodarts 
Candy Company in Lubbock. Survivors 
include a son, Bobby, a son-in-law, 
seven grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren.

1950s
ALICE “COOKIE” BARRON, BS’57, was 
inducted into the Women’s Basketball Hall 
of Fame on June 11, 2022, in Knoxville in 
honor of her contributions to the Flying 
Queens’ historic 1950s win streak. Cookie, 
who was inducted as a veteran player, lives 
in Colorado and is a retired educator and 
athletic administrator.

DR. SAMUEL BOUSHY, BS’53, died April 
26, 2022, at age 93. He earned his medical 
degree from Tulane and practiced 35 years 
in Houston, serving as assistant professor 
at Baylor College of Medicine and Chief 
of the Pulmonary Function Laboratory 
at the Veterans Administration Hospital 
then working in private practice. Survivors 
include a daughter and a grandson.

BARBARA BROWNING, BA’57, died January 
1, 2022, at age 85. She was a Sunday school 
teacher for many years and volunteered 
with the PTA. She helped husband Jeane 
with the family seed business as well. 
Survivors include four children, including 
LEE, EX; 10 grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; two siblings, including 
CAROLYN CARPENTER, BA’55; 

JOY CEPURNIEK, BA’57, died January 31, 
2022, at age 88. She taught elementary 
school for more than 35 years, mostly in 
Jenks, Okla. She was active in her church 
and in community volunteering. Survivors 
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include husband Andy, two daughters, four 
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren 
and two siblings.

KENNETH COFFEE, BA’57, died April 28, 
2022, at age 87 in San Antonio. He spent 
67 years in ministry in Texas, serving as 
a church pastor and on staff at the San 
Antonio Baptist Association as well as the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas. He 
was a life deacon at First Baptist Church 
in San Antonio and served on Wayland’s 
Board of Trustees. Survivors include two 
children, six grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. 

PATSY LEWIS MAYFIELD DAVIS, BA’55, 
died March 23, 2022, at age 88. She was 
a longtime educator and earned her 
master’s degree in education. She enjoyed 
serving as First Lady of her alma mater 
after marrying Dr. WALLACE DAVIS and 
authored two books, co-writing three 
more with Wallace after they retired 
to Salado. Other survivors include five 
children, 12 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

RUBYE DAVIS, BS’50, died August 30, 2022, 
at age 97. She was a longtime teacher, 
serving 30 years in Pampa schools. She 
earned a master’s degree at West Texas 
A&M. Survivors include four children, nine 
grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren and 
two great-great-grandchildren.

OMA DELL ELY, BS’51, died June 14, 
2021, at age 91. She taught and earned 
a master’s degree from Southwestern 
Seminary, then worked in Christian service. 
She was active in her church and served in 
the Woman’s Missionary Union, spending 
five years as state WMU president. 
Survivors include two stepchildren.

DR. JOHN GREGSON, BA’53, died June 26, 
2021, at age 97. A veteran of the US Navy, 
he spent a career in higher education, 
serving as registrar, professor and 
president of Baptist Missionary Association 
Theological Seminary and professor, then 
academic dean at Jacksonville College. 
He pastored churches for 32 years. He 
also wrote Sunday school lessons and 
sermons as well as the centennial history 
of Jacksonville College and the 50-year 
history of the BMA Seminary. Survivors 

include wife Lois Rae, two children, five 
grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren and 
two brothers. 

SUE SAVAGE HUSTON, EX50s, died April 10, 
2022, at age 87. Survivors include husband 
Sid, brother CORTLAND SAVAGE, BA’54, 
four children, eight grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. 

MARVIN KNOX, BA’56, died January 16, 
2022, at age 88 in Marlow, Okla. He earned 
a degree from Southwestern Seminary 
and began a career as a pastor in 1957, 
retiring in 2019. He served in Texas 
Baptist convention leadership and on 
the Oklahoma Baptist Foundation board. 
Survivors include wife MARGARET, BA’56, 
two children and six grandchildren. 

DR. JEAN LAW, BA’55, died May 1, 2022, 
at age 88 in Beaverton, Ore. He earned a 
master’s degree at New Orleans Seminary, 
then taught school and pastored before 
spending two years in Kenya as a 
missionary with wife MAXINE, BA’55. After 
earning his doctorate at Texas Tech, he 
taught at Howard Payne for 19 years. Other 
survivors include a son, two brothers, 
two granddaughters and four great-
grandchildren.

CHARLEY LEWIS, EX, died Feb. 25, 2022, 
at age 94. He earned degrees from Eastern 
New Mexico and Southwestern Seminary 
and spent many years in ministry, starting 
three churches and serving other as 
bivocational pastor while serving on 
state and associational leadership roles 
in Colorado. He participated in many 
missions efforts both at home and abroad. 

DR. GEORGE MAY, BA’54, died May 12, 
2022, at age 94 in Houston. The first Black 
graduate of Wayland, Dr. May spent a 
life in ministry both in Texas and in his 
hometown of San Andres, Colombia. He 
was active in Baptist denominational life 
and championed Christian education 
throughout his life. Survivors include wife 
Virginia, two daughters, five grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren. 

BILLIE McCANN, BA’54, died Sept. 1, 2022, 
at age 90. She served with the Red Cross 
before returning to El Paso to teach PE 
and health. She retired there and enjoyed 

singing with the Sweet Adelines. Survivors 
include a brother.

KAY PERSEFIELD, BA’56, died January 26, 
2022, at age 88. She worked as a special 
needs teacher for 20 years. Survivors 
include two children, three grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild.

MARGARET GREEN RYMAN, BA’52, died 
August 17, 2022, at age 91. She was a 
homemaker and active church member, 
teaching Sunday school and Bible 
school for years. Survivors include seven 
children, 12 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. 

SAM SATTERFIELD, BA’59, died May 14, 
2022, at age 87 in Knoxville. He worked in 
Christian ministry in Texas and Louisiana 
churches as well as with the Baptist 
Sunday School Board in Nashville, Tenn. 
He and wife Yvonne also operated a 
group travel business for 10 years. Other 
survivors include two sons. 

BOBBIE JEAN SHANNON, BS’50, died 
March 20, 2022, at age 93. She was an 
active community volunteer in Lubbock. 
Husband BILL SHANNON, EX, died January 
10, 2022, at age 96. He was a US Army 
veteran and worked in the cotton industry 
for many years. Survivors include two 
children and four grandchildren.

PEARL STEINKUEHLER, EX’50s, died 
June 20, 2022, at age 88. She served 
alongside her pastor husband DWAIN, 
whom she met at Wayland, and worked as 
a teacher. She also co-wrote seven books. 
Survivors include three children and two 
grandchildren.

JOHN WINDELL TAYLOR, BA’56, died April 
29, 2022, at age 89. A longtime pastor, 
Windell was also a chaplain at the VA 
Hospital in Amarillo for 19 years. He loved 
music and played several instruments 
in local bands. Survivors include three 
children, six grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren and one great-grandson.

PATRICIA WILLIAMS, BS’53, died May 5, 
2022, at age 89 in Lubbock. She served as 
player and manager for the Flying Queens 
and loved her heritage there. She was an 
English teacher for 24 years and a pastor’s 

36 We are Wayland | Pressed but not Crushed



wife. Survivors include two children; 10 
grandchildren, including NICK PRUITT, 
BA’07 with honors, and ANDREW PRUITT, 
BS’10; 11 great-grandchildren; and two 
great-great-grandchildren.

1960s
HARUYO “HAPPY” BAKER, BA’66, died 
March 23, 2022, at age 79. After earning 
a master’s degree in English, she worked 
as a teacher and had a stamp business. 
Survivors include husband George Tonkin, 
two sons, four grandchildren and two 
siblings.

ROBBIE SUE BRISTOW, EX’60, died June 
21, 2021, at age 86. She worked as a 
secretary and supported her husband who 
was in evangelistic ministry for many years. 
The family settled in Edmond, Okla., in 
1986. Survivors include husband WAYNE, 
BA’60; a son; two grandchildren; and a 
sister.

GEORGIA DAVIDSON, BA’60, moved in 
March 2021 to Goodwell, Okla., to be near 
her daughter. Georgia is a retired teacher 
and a widow.

HELEN DILL, BA’61, died August 29, 2021, 
at age 82. She was a longtime teacher, 
then quit in 1990 to open Yesterday’s, 
a sandwich and ice cream shop in 
Weatherford. She and husband Durwin 
ran the shop for 13 years, then retired and 
traveled and participated in Sensational 
Singers. Other survivors include two 
children, five grandchildren and a sister.

JUDY GARY, EX’66, died March 23, 2022, 
at age 74 in Lubbock. She was in ministry 
with husband AL, BA’66, for several 
years before they became missionaries 
to Guadeloupe for 37 years. They led an 
international church in Lubbock for nine 
years and she earned a degree in French 
at Texas Tech. Other survivors include two 
sons, seven grandchildren, her stepmother 
and four siblings, including RHONDA 
HOLTZ, BA’76.

MYRON DALE GRISHAM, BA’68, died July 
2, 2021, at age 76. He loved working on 
cars and listening to talk radio. Survivors 

include three children, including AMY 
MOSS, BM’06; and a sister, JEANINE 
ORAIVEJ, BA’69.

DR. ROBERT HAMNER, BA’64, died August 
1, 2022, at age 81. He earned a PhD at 
the University of Texas and went on to 
teach English and other classes at Hardin-
Simmons University for 35 years. He 
published four books as well. Survivors 
include wife CAROL, BA’64; two sons; nine 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; 
and two siblings. 

CAROLYN JAMES, BA’65, died June 22, 
2022, at age 79 in Georgetown, Ohio. She 
was an All-American on the Flying Queens 
and represented the U.S. in a game against 
Russia in 1965. Carolyn was a teacher in 
Texas, Mississippi and Ohio. Survivors 
include a sister and extended family.

DR. JOE JESKO, BA’68, died March 26, 
2022, at age 75 in Arlington. He earned 
master’s degrees from Southwestern 
Seminary and the University of Texas at 
Arlington, then earned his PhD from UTA. 
He had a private practice in marriage and 
family therapy, then in behavioral health 
services. In 1996, he sold his business 
and began consulting. He was a longtime 
member of Lamar Baptist Church and Bible 
Study Fellowship. He served on Wayland’s 
Board of Trustees, later named emeritus. 
He also served with several organizations. 
Survivors include wife TERRI BROWN 
JESKO, BA’68, and many extended family.

B.B. KENDRICK, BS’65, died March 28, 
2022, at age 79. He spent 50 years coaching 
basketball and led overseas mission trips 
using the sport to share the Gospel. He 
retired in 2008 but remained at Community 
Christian Academy in LaCenter, Ken., 
a founder and board member for the 
All-A Classic. He was also a deacon and 
Sunday school teacher. Survivors include 
wife KATHY, EX, three daughters, six 
grandchildren, one great-grandchild and 
four siblings.

DR. GARY MITCHELL, EX’68 and longtime 
employee of the Clovis campus, died 
October 1, 2021, at age 73. He worked in 
television and in print journalism while 
serving as a pastor for 10 years. He joined 

the WBU staff in 2003 and then became 
executive director and dean as well as 
religion faculty. Survivors include wife 

JUDY, adjunct faculty; a daughter; five 
grandchildren; his brother; and his father. 

JAMES MORRIS, BA’64, died December 
8, 2021, at age 90. He was in ministry in 
churches across several states. Survivors 
include three children, five grandchildren, 
12 great-grandchildren. 

PATSY NEAL, BS’60, has had several op-ed 
pieces published in newspapers, including 
one titled “Why Coach Harley Redin Will 
Always Be a Winner.” Patsy is retired and 
lives in Matthews, N.C.

JOE NEMECEK, BS’69, died July 31, 2021, 
at age 74. A veteran of the Oklahoma 
National Guard, he taught school for 
40 years, 39 in Burkburnett, Texas. He 
worked during summers as a bookkeeper 
for Attebury Grain. In 2021, the school 
board voted to name the math wing at 
Burkburnett High School in Joe’s honor. 
Survivors include two children, two 
stepchildren, three grandchildren and two 
brothers. 

KAY NORTHAM, BA’66, died August 26, 
2021, at age 77. She worked for many years 
as the office administrator at First Baptist 
Church in Bay City and was active in many 
capacities. She moved to The Woodlands 
after retirement. Survivors include two 
daughters and five grandchildren.

JOE PROVENCE, BA’66, died January 21, 
2022, at age 82. Joe joined the WBU staff 
in 1967 in recruitment and retired 40 years 
later, having served in public relations, 
student activities and then alumni 
relations, where he spent 20 years as 
director and was named Emeritus Director 
in 2006. He retired in 2007 and was active 
in his church and community, recognized 
for 41 years as a volunteer with the Retired 
and Senior Volunteer Program. He and wife 
FREDA, BS’72 and a longtime employee as 
well, were inducted into the WBU Athletics 
Hall of Honor in 2021 for their longtime 
support of Wayland sports. Other survivors 
include a sister.
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AUGUSTINE SALAZAR, BA’64, died 
February 26, 2021, at age 85. He was a 
home missionary with the North American 
Mission Board to migrant workers. 
Survivors include wife Graciela, two sons, 
five grandchildren, one great-grandchild 
and a sister.

FRANK SILVAS, EX’60s, died June 13, 2022, 
at age 85 in Abilene. Survivors include four 
children, nine grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren.

MARILYN “LYNN” SNEAD, BA’68, died 
January 17, 2021, at age 74. She worked in 
elementary education for 18 years and was 
a charter member of Westwood Baptist 
Church, where she sang in the choir. 
Survivors include husband Jerry, one son, 
three grandchildren, 

MASANORI TANIHARA, BS’68, died May 
18, 2022, at age 78 in San Antonio. He was 
a veteran of the US Air Force. Survivors 
include wife Eleanor, three children, one 
grandchild and three siblings. 

SHARON ANN TUCKER, BS’69, died July 15, 
2022, at age 75. She was a teacher for 40 
years, retiring in 2013. Survivors include

 husband Carl, three children and four 
grandchildren.

1970s
VICI PIRTLE ANDERSON, BA’77, died 
October 8, 2021, at age 66. She worked in 
television in Roswell, NM before becoming 
a language arts and theatre teacher in El 
Paso and later in Judson before retiring in 
2020. Survivors include husband BILL, EX; 
two daughters; three grandchildren; her 
mother; and two siblings. 

CAROL ARNOLD, BA’74, died July 15, 
2021, at age 73 in Little Rock. She taught 
school for more than 38 years and was a 
member of Grace Fellowship Church in 
Russellville, Ark. Survivors include a sister 
and extended nieces and nephews.

DR. ALLIE BALKO, BA’78, died March 31, 
2021, at age 67. He spent more than 40 
years in pastoral ministry, the last 20 in 
Medina, Texas. He earned both master’s 
and doctoral degrees in counseling 
and a doctorate in theology. Survivors 
include wife LANITA, EX; four children; 11 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; 
stepmother; and six siblings.

BRENDA BEAUCHAMP, BA’78, died August 
31, 2021, at age 65. Survivors include her 
mother and two siblings.

CAROL ANN BRUBAKER, BA’75, died 
October 13, 2020, at age 67 in Round Rock. 
She worked in education for 29 years 
and played several musical instruments. 
Survivors include husband JAMES, EX; and 
a daughter.

KATHY BRUSH, BA’78, and husband JERRY, 
BA’78, live in Leander, Texas, where she is 
retired from the La Plata County Sheriff’s 
Office and he is retired from teaching 
and preaching after 33 years in Bayfield, 
CO, and in Florida. Jerry is teaching at an 
Austin middle school. Both are members of 
International Fellowship of Chaplains and 
are enjoying being close to grandchildren.

WILLIAM “BILL” DEARDORF, BA’78, died 
July 4, 2021, at age 90. He taught private 
piano and worked in special education in 

the Plainview schools. He was involved 
with the Knights of Columbus and on 
the board of the Plainview Community 
Concerts. Survivors include a son, a 
granddaughter and a sister.

SUE ELLIS, BA’70, lives in Lubbock, where 
she is retired from Covenant Hospital and 
participates in Singing Women of West 
Texas. Husband Willard died in 2019. She 
has three children, including AMY MOSS, 
BM’06.

SUSAN BRITTON FORD, BA’72, died 
February 6, 2022, at age 72 in Celina. 
She was a three-time All-American 
shooting forward for the Flying Queens 
and helped lead the team to four NWIT 
championships. She also played on the 
US team that toured Mexico, Panama 
and Columbia her senior year and was 
part of the 1971 Pan American Team. 
She taught school and coached for many 
years, retiring in 2009. She was named to 
the WBU Athletics Hall of Honor in 1999. 
Survivors include husband Trevor; three 
children, including STEPHANIE DIAZ, 
BS’97; three step-children; and seven 
grandchildren.

LANNY FREDERIKSEN, BA’75, died 
December 8, 2021, at age 70. He continued 
his education at West Texas State 
University and was an educator and a 
musician. Survivors include three children 
and three grandchildren.

RICHARD GRISHAM, BA’71, died August 
16, 2022, at age 73. He earned a master’s 
degree at Midwestern Seminary and spent 
42 years in pastoral ministry. Survivors 
include wife VELMA, EX, three children, five 
grandchildren and a sister.

CARL HESTER, BA’72, and wife Susan live 
in Lovington, N.M., where he retired in May 
from a long career as a special education 
teacher. 

MARVIN HORNBECK, BSOE’79, died March 
28, 2022, at age 72. He was a veteran of the 
US Army and served in the Army Reserves. 
He later worked for the City of Liberty 
Hill after retirement. Survivors include 
wife Pam, a brother, a stepdaughter, two 
grandchildren and one great-grandson. 

Scholarship Established

   An endowed 
scholarship has been 
started in the name 
of PEGGY EASON, 
BA’70, who died in 
2015.  Peggy spent 
27 years as a teacher 
at Thunderbird 
Elementary in Plainview, then became 
a reading specialist after retiring. 

    One of Peggy’s greatest passions 
was her dedication to educating young 
minds, and it is the reason behind the 
creation of this scholarship honoring 
her life. This scholarship will benefit a 
Wayland student working on a degree 
in elementary education.
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FREDERICK JACK, BSOE’79, died 
December 1, 2021, at age 82. He was a 
veteran of the US Marine Corps and then 
served as a patrolman with the Texas DPS, 
later moving through the organization 
until retirement in 1995. He then worked 
in the Lubbock District Attorney’s Office 
and formed the Auto Theft Task Force, 
finally retiring in 1999. Survivors include 
wife Dianna, two daughters and seven 
grandchildren.

FRANK MONTANARO, BSOE’76, died July 4, 
2022, at age 94 in Wichita Falls. He served 
six years in the Merchant Marines before 
joining the US Army and serving in the 
Korean War and Vietnam, later earning a 
Bronze Star for his work as an anesthetist. 
After retiring he earned a teaching 
certificate and taught English in Taiwan for 
a few years, meeting his wife Mu-Lan there. 
Other survivors include two children, two 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

MELVIN OWENS, JR, BA’75, died May 2, 
2022, at age 69. Melvin was a pastor and 
worked in a gin and at Walmart. Survivors 
include wife Shirley and three siblings. 

SHELTON RIGGINS, BS’77, was recently 
featured in the newspaper and on the CBS 
affiliate in Tyler, Texas, with his 1965 Ford 
Galaxie 500, which he still drives after 
getting it in 1972 as a high school senior 
from his grandmother (in first picture). 
Retired from a 35-year career in the US 

Army, Shelton was the second owner of the 
vehicle which only has 172,000 miles on it 
and traveled with him to Wayland, where 
he ran track.

BETTY ROWAN, BA’75, died March 8, 2022, 
at age 82. She was a teacher and librarian 
and an active member of Parkview Baptist 
Church. Survivors include husband Hayes, 
three daughters, 10 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. 

WAYNE SISTRUNK, BA’75, died May 25, 
2022, at age 83 in Bernice, La. He spent 55 
years in ministry, pastoring churches in 
Texas, Mississippi and Louisiana, serving at 
Evergreen Baptist Church at the time of his 
death. Survivors include wife Karen Beth, 
three children, 10 grandchildren and 16 
great-grandchildren. 

BUTCH STRICKLAND, BA’75, died August 
23, 2022, at age 71 in College Station. He 
worked as a pastor and missionary on 
three continents. Survivors include wife 
PAM, EX; three children, including CARRIE 
MEYER, BA’09; seven grandchildren; and 
two siblings.

MARGARET UTTERBACK, BA’71, died 
January 12, 2022, at age 72. Margaret was 
artistic and known for her love of crafts, 
needlepoint and quilting. Survivors include 
husband Bill and a sister. 

SUSAN VEST, EX, died Dec. 16, 2021, at 
age 72. She finished her degree at Eastern 
New Mexico and later earned a master’s 
degree at the University of Texas at Tyler. 
She taught school in Tyler for more than 
20 years, retiring in 2012. Survivors include 
husband BOBBY, BS’70; two daughters, 
three grandchildren and two sisters. 

JIMMIE WALLING, BA’78, died September 
23, 2021, at age 73. He was a veteran of the 
US Army, earning three Purple Hearts and 
other honors. Survivors include two half-
brothers. 

JANIE WIGLEY, BA’72, moved to Allen, 
Texas, in April 2021. 

DEBBIE WOLF, BA’76, died September 
11, 2021, at age 70. She worked in several 
careers and was retired. Survivors include 
husband Gaylon, two children, six 

grandchildren, two great-grandchildren 
and two siblings. 

WALTER WRIGHT, BA’75, died April 2, 
2022, at age 68. He was a longtime music 
teacher, first in Denton and then in 
Midland. He joined Plainview High in 1984 
as choral director and spent 31 years there, 
leading his groups to multiple honors over 
the years. After retirement, he worked 
as a vocal coach at Frenship High until 
2021. He served with various professional 
music education organizations and was 
a regular judge and lecturer. He was the 
founding director of the Plainview Civic 
Chorus and was active in First Baptist 
Church. Survivors include wife SHARON, 
BA’74, MEd’89, a son, four grandchildren, 
his mother and three siblings, including 
SUSAN JAMESON, BSOE’83. 

1980s
STEVE AHLENIUS, BS’83, was named 
President and CEO of the Greater 
Beaumont (Texas) Chamber of 
Commerce in June. He has held a similar 
role in McAllen, where he earned the 
distinguished service award from the Texas 
Chamber of Commerce Executive, a group 
he later chaired in 2021. Steve and wife 
JEANETTE, BA’83, have three children and 
seven grandchildren.

CATHERINE BEAVER, BA’89, lives in 
Wichita, Kan., where she is a motivational 
speaker and author of the newly released 
God of my Storms. She also hosts a 
podcast on relationships.

MURRY BURKHART, BS’86, lives with wife 
Karen in Missouri City, Texas, where he is 
vice president of sales and marketing for 
NatureBest Precut and Produce. He spent 
18 years in California with Fresh Express as 
head of sales and has worked 35 years in 
the food industry. 

BRUCE CAMPBELL, BSOE’83, died August 
2, 2022, at age 64 in Roanoke. He worked 
in IT for AMN Healthcare and enjoyed 
sports and airplanes. Survivors include his 
mother and a brother.
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ROBERT CARTER, BA’85, died June 1, 2022, 
at age 65, in Plainview. He worked as a 
newspaper reporter and Associated Press 
writer before moving into technology and 
the cellular arena. He sold insurance after 
retirement. Survivors include wife Lorrie 
Ann, three children, including SHANNON 
KELLER, BA’06, and a brother.  

ALAN COLLINS, EX’82, has spent 40 
years in banking, currently serving as 
vice president and commercial loan 
underwriter at Meadows Bank in Phoenix. 
A former member of the International 
Choir, Alan’s uncle Dale Elms served on the 
WBU Board and donated one of the early 
Lubbock campus buildings.

JAMES CROCKETT, BA’82, lives in Shelby, 
Tenn., where he retired in February after 
27 years as an accountant for the Shelby 
County government. He is enjoying more 
time with family, church and outdoors. 
James visited the WBU campus in April and 
enjoyed a tour of all the changes since he 
graduated.

KELLEY CULVER, BSOE’81, retired this 
summer after 26 years as teacher and 
administrator at Aquinas High School in 
Augusta, Ga. Kelley served 23 years in the 
US Air Force before going into education. 
He serves as Director of the Office of the 
Permanent Diaconate for the Diocese 
of Savannah. He and wife Judy live in 
Martinez.

JERRY FLESCH, BSOE’82, died December 
29, 2021, at age 83 in Rockwall. He was a 
veteran of the US Air Force, serving more 
than 20 years as a civil engineer. He then 
operated an air conditioning business with 
two friends and was an active volunteer 
and church leader. Survivors include wife 
Fina, a daughter, two granddaughters and 
a great-granddaughter.

LEANN FRANKLIN, BSOE’81, died October 
25, 2021, at age 63. She worked as a 
cosmetology instructor at Aladdin Beauty 
College and at Weatherford High School. 
She then owned and operated hair salons 
for 30 years before retiring. Survivors 
include husband Scott, one daughter, two 
grandchildren and two sisters. 

JACK KISOR, BSOE’84, died July 4, 2021, 
at age 82. He was a veteran of the US Air 
Force, serving 22 years before going to 
work in civil service for the government for 
another 22 years. Survivors include wife 
Betty, three children and six grandchildren. 

HELEN O’DELL, BSOE’85, died May 26, 
2022, at age 88. She served alongside 
husband William as he pastored churches 
and worked at Air Force bases and the VA 
Hospital in Amarillo. Survivors include four 
children, 11 grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren. 

RUBY PATRICK, BSOE’87, died August 16, 
2021, at age 79. She was a veteran of the 
US Air Force, retiring in 1987. She then 
earned a teaching certificate and taught at 
Hearne ISD for 15 years. Survivors include 
four siblings.

MIKALA POTTS, BA’84, recently moved 
near McLean, where she and husband Troy 
built a home on family land. She retired 
from her job as librarian in 2020 and is 
enjoying free time with grandchildren.

DEBORAH ROBBINS, BS’82, lives in 
Phoenix, where she is a research data 
manager at Arizona State University. 
Deborah is also chair of the Institute 
of Certified Records Managers (ICRM) 
Mentoring Committee. 

SCOTT SCHALCHLIN, BS’87, was named 
to the Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission leadership team in August 
2021, to serve as deputy executive 
commissioner. He has served as associate 
commissioner for the state supported 
living centers since 2013 and has held 
various leadership roles across the state. 
He holds a master’s degree from Texas 
Tech and a juris doctorate from Tech 
School of Law. He and wife DEBORAH 
JOHNSON, BSOE’93, live in Pflugerville. 

ANTONIO “TONY” SISNEROS, BSOE’87, 
died Feb. 27, 2022, at age 73 in Las Vegas. 
He was a veteran of the US Air Force, 
serving for 30 years before he retired 
and became part-owner of a security 
company in Las Vegas. Survivors include 
two daughters, three grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren and four siblings.

RON TRUSLER, BSOE’85, died March 19, 
2020, at age 75. After earning his master’s 
degree in counseling, Ron started work 
at Central Plains Center in Plainview, 
eventually becoming CEO in 1995. 
Survivors include wife Anna, six children 
and a brother. 

JERRY VENABLE, MA’83, died July 31, 
2021, at age 78 in Van Alstyne. Survivors 
include wife Melba, two children, two 
grandchildren and four brothers.

DEBORAH WARD, BS’83, died June 27, 
2022, at age 60. She worked for the New 
Mexico Department of Human Services 
as a case manager, retiring in 2005 with 
25 years of service. Survivors include five 
siblings and numerous cousins.

DR. WES WELLBORN, BA’86, MEd’91, 
MA’99, died July 31, 2021, at age 60. He 
served in ministry for nearly 30 years and 
taught for 13 years in higher education. 
Survivors include three children, nine 
grandchildren, a sister, PENNYE GOLDEN, 
BM’80, and his mother.

BILL WHITFIELD, BSOE’84, died October 
27, 2021, at age 91. He worked in sales 
with Kraft Foods for more than 30 years, 
earning honors for his service. After 
retirement, he served on the city council 
for McKinney, Texas, for two terms, then 
as mayor for two terms. He was honored 
as Distinguished Alumni Award winner in 
2007. Survivors include wife Jo Ann, two 
daughters, two grandchildren and one 
great-granddaughter. 

TRENT YOUNG, BA’89, and wife DANA, 
MAC’16, live in Bland, Mo., where 
Trent serves as Director of Missions for 
Gasconade Valley Baptist Association 
in Central Missouri after pastoring in 
Comanche, Okla., for 13 years. The Youngs 
have two children and two grandchildren, 
Jaxon, 2, and Josiah, 1. 

1990s
RONNY AMMONS, MBA’96, died December 
22, 2021, at age 66. He owned several 
businesses around Bridgeport and enjoyed 
his 150-acre ranch in Sunset. Survivors 
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include two daughters, four grandchildren 
and three siblings.

BILL BABCOCK, BSOE’97, and wife Cindy 
live in Sainte Genevieve, Mo., where 
he is retired from Lockheed Martin 
Space in Colorado since August 2020. 
He most recently worked as a Systems 
Administrator at Peraton in St. Louis, Mo.

LISA BARR, BSOE’97, died December 
31, 2021, at age 60. She was a longtime 
caregiver and a member of Trinity Life 
Church. Survivors include two daughters, 
one grandson and two sisters. 

WILLIAM BUELL, BA’98, is an Army Reserve 
Chaplain finishing up a deployment to 
Germany at Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center. He also works as in tele-sales for 
Humana in San Antonio, where he lives 
with wife Holly and their children.

DOUGLAS BURKE, MEd’95, died July 8, 
2021, at age 65 in Amarillo. He spent his 
career in public education, mostly as an 
administrator in Perryton and Amarillo. He 
enjoyed outdoor activities like fishing and 
golf. Survivors include wife TERRI TURNER 
BURKE, BA’78; two children, including 
JACOB, BS’05; four grandchildren; three 
siblings and his mother.

KAY FARMER, BSOE’90, lives in South 
Dakota with husband John, where she is 
retired from the US Air Force. The Farmers 
downsized in 2020 to full-time motor coach 
life.

CAROLOTTA FORESTER-LANGFORD, 
BSOE’97, lives in San Antonio, where 
she is retired and enjoying spending 
time with her husband, Harvey, six 
children, 12 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 

GILBERT LARIOS, BSOE’96, died July 18, 
2022, at age 65 in San Antonio. He spent 
20 years in the US Air Force, then worked 
as an adult probation officer for 24 years in 
San Antonio. Survivors include wife Irene, 
two children and two grandchildren.

DOYLE LEATHERS, BSOE’97, MBA’01, died 
March 15, 2022, at age 73 in Amarillo. He 
was a veteran of the US Army, then worked 
as drilling and production foreman for 
Texas Oil & Gas Corp. After marrying his 

wife Bunny, they moved to Amarillo and 
worked for Pantex until retirement. Other 
survivors include a son, two grandchildren 
and two siblings.

Dr. RUFUS MCDOWELL, JR., BSOE’97, 
has published a book titled You Have 
Victory in the Word through Christian Faith 
Publishing. A veteran of the US Army and 
now a pastor and educator, Rufus says 
the book provides resources from the 
Bible to apply to every circumstance in life 
and find peace and guidance. Earlier this 
year, he released another book, How to 
Conduct Discipleship Training, which deals 
with pastoral care to those overcoming 
drug and alcohol dependence. Both are 
available through Amazon, Barnes and 
Noble and other booksellers.

DAVID McSPADDEN, JR., BSOE’98, died 
June 11, 2022, at age 58 in Panama City, 
Fla. He was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force 
and worked in civil service afterward. He 
also managed rental properties. Survivors 
include wife Yolanda, five children and 10 
grandchildren.

SCOTT PARKINSON, BSOE’95, MBA’97, 
lives in Missouri, where he was recently 
promoted to administrator of Our Lady of 
Life independent living apartments after 
serving as housing manager at St. Agnes 
community, another in the Cardinal Ritter 
Senior Services family of properties. He is 
a veteran of the US Air Force and is married 
to DEBRA, MBA’97.

ADRIENNE LONG SCALES, BSOE’97, lives 
in Lubbock, where she has worked at Texas 
Tech University for 23 years as an academic 
advisor in social work and anthropology. 
She earned her Master of Education degree 
at Tech in 2005. 

PATRICIA SECHLER, BSOE’99, died August 
4, 2021, at age 71. She was a veteran of the 
US Air Force, serving 20 years. After retiring, 
she worked for the government and later 
worked for the National Interagency 
Fire Center, retiring in 2011. Survivors 
include husband Don, two children, three 
grandchildren, four great-granddaughters 
and a brother. 

ALAN SMALL, BS’91, and wife Rachelle 
live in Jacksonville, Texas, where he is 

executive director of the Dogwood Trails 
Baptist Association. Alan has served as a 
pastor in Colorado for many years.

SCOTT SMALL, BSOE’99, died August 6, 
2021, at age 62. He was a veteran of the 
US Air Force, then worked as a radiology 
technician then attended law school, later 
earning a real estate license too. Survivors 
include two sisters.

LINDA SULLIVAN, BSOE’90, died January 9, 
2022, at age 76. She taught cosmetology at 
Odessa College for 28 years before retiring. 
Survivors include husband David, three 
children, six grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. 

JAMES RICK SWINNEY, BSOE’90, died June 
25, 2022, at age 71 in Midland. Survivors 
include wife Sundai, two daughters and 
two grandchildren. 

PAM TARBELL, BSOE’99, died October 31, 
2021, at age 73. She worked at Covenant 
Medical Center for 30 years in different 
areas, retiring in 2013 as purchasing 
manager. She worked in real estate and 
property management after retirement. 
Survivors include four children, eight 
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren 
and a brother. 

SARAH SILVA WALLACE, BSIS’99, MEd’20, 
was named principal at Plainview’s 
North Elementary for the 2022-23 school 
year. She has worked in the district for 
24 years in various roles from teaching 
to administration. Sarah and husband 
RODNEY, BS’96, MEd’14, principal at Ash 
School, have three sons: MARC, BSIS’21, 
and CHRISTIAN, BSIS’21, both of whom 
teach in Plainview, and Jordan, a freshman 
at the University of Texas. Rodney was 
honored in 2021 as Wayland’s winner of the 
Texas Baptists’ BEST Award for Educators.

DAVID WILSON, BSOE’94, died August 
11, 2021, at age 75 in Indianapolis. He 
was a veteran of the US Air Force and 
spent 22 years with the American Legion 
Department of Indiana. He was a major 
in the Civil Air Patrol as well. Survivors 
include wife Patricia, two sons and a sister. 
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2000s
JOSHUA ALLS, BA’00, MBA’03, lives in 
Albuquerque with wife Celia, where he is 
a grants and contract specialist for First 
Choice Community Healthcare. The couple 
has a daughter, Julia Faith, 5. 

LACY VERCHER ALVARADO, BS’07, 
welcomed her third child, a daughter 
named Elena Lizette, on December 1, 2021. 
Older sisters are Marilis, 14, and Emelia, 
10. Lacy is a lifeskills teacher in Navasota, 
Texas. 

DR. RUSTI BLOUNT, BSOE’04, MEd’09, was 
named principal of Lincoln Middle School 
in Edwardsville, Ill. She recently completed 
her doctorate at Concordia University and 
has been a special education teacher at 
all levels and an elementary principal in 
various states as a military spouse. She and 
husband TOM, BSOE’06, have four children.

WESLEY BARNT, BSOE’02, MAM’18, was 
inducted into the Circle of Excellence at 
Rhodes States College in Ohio on May 
7. Wesley, who earned an associates 
degree in radiologic technology in 1985 
from Rhodes, serves as Vice President of 
Ancillary Services at Midland Memorial 
Hospital in Midland, Texas. 

LARA MANLEY BOONE, BA’05, and husband 
Rick operate Boone’s Photography 
in Plainview. She worked at WBU in 
operations and student life for eight years 
before leaving to work with Rick. 

AARON BORDEN, BS’04, was named 
partner in August at the Grant Thornton 
LLP firm in Dallas, where he serves as 
tax attorney. He has been with the firm 
since January 2020. He earned his Juris 
Doctorate degree from the University of 
Texas School of Law in 2013 and serves on 

Wayland’s Board of Trustees. He and wife 
Angela have four children.

LESLIE SCHWALK BUNDICK, BA’01, and 
husband BRYAN, BA’02, live in the Smoky 
Mountains, where they are house parents 
in a girls’ home at Wears Valley Ranch, 
which offers Christian homes, schooling 
and counseling to children in crisis. The 
Bundicks have two children, Lucy, 12, and 
Bridge, 3, and Beacon Knox, born August 6, 
2022.

MISSY PAWELEK BUXKEMPER, BA’09, and 
husband Byron welcomed their first child, a 
daughter named Blair Elizabeth, on May 23, 
2022. Missy is an academic advisor at Texas 
Tech and the family lives in Lubbock.

DICKIE “DEE” CASSEL, BSOE’00, MAM’03, 
died September 3, 2021, at age 71 in 
Soldotna. She co-owned The Home Gallery 
with husband Lee and was a member of the 
United Methodist Church. Other survivors 
include three children, 10 grandchildren 
and one great-grandson.

DR. JOHN CHAPMAN III, MEd’00, was 
named the superintendent for the Comal 
Independent School District in New 
Braunfels, Texas, in September. He has 
previously held that post in Chillicothe, 
Ennis and Comfort before joining the 
Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD in 2018. A 
longtime educator, Chapman has a PhD 
from Texas Tech.

REBEKAH COOKE, BA’01, is living in 
Henderson, Texas, and is enjoying life as 
a cancer survivor. She would love to hear 
from Wayland friends.

BARBARA COX, BSOE’06, died November 
7, 2021, at age 79 in Lubbock. She was a 
bookkeeper and administrative assistant 
at various churches and retired from the 
Lubbock Club. Survivors include husband 
WESLEY, BA’73; two daughters, including 
TERESA YOUNG, BA’94; two grandchildren; 
and two brothers. 

LEALOFI FALAI, BSOE’02, died October 
2, 2021, at age 53 in Rockwall. He was a 
veteran of the US Army, serving 20 years. 
He then continued in civil service to the 
Army as a logistics management specialist. 

Survivors include wife Pelenatete and three 
sons. 

JENNYBETH GARDNER, BA’09, and 
husband KENNETH GARDNER, BA’02, 
welcomed twins on May 4, 2022, a son 
named Caleb Benedict and a daughter, 
Charis Scholastica. Big brothers are 
Nathanael, 5, and Luke, 3. The Gardners 
live in Levelland, Texas.

SARAH BARBRE HARPER, BS’07, MEd’12, 
lives in Lubbock, where she is owner and 
designer of High Cotton Creations, offering 
rustic, handmade home décor and gifts. 
She taught school in Tulia and Lubbock 
before starting her business. She and 
husband Ian have two children: Case, 7, 
and Brynlee, 4. A former Pioneer soccer 
player, she now coaches her children’s 
teams. 

TY HARRELSON, BA’04, was named head 
coach of Unser Neuer, a basketball team 
in the Rasta Vechta League in Germany. 
Ty, who played for the Pioneer basketball 
squad in the early 2000s and served as 
Pioneers coach from 2015-2021, previously 
played professionally in Germany and 
Australia. He and wife Belynda have three 
children.

DANI HEATHINGTON, MEd’08, retired as 
assistant superintendent of the Muleshoe 
(Texas) School District at the end of the 
2021-2022 school year after 28 years with 
the district. She has served as a teacher, 
assistant principal and principal before 
taking her last role with her hometown 
schools. 

MICHAEL HOLT, BSOE’00, and wife Hazel 
live in Williamsburg, Va., where he is 
director of the Army Distributed Learning 
Program at Army University. 

STEVE HOWE, BA’04, and wife Erin 
welcomed their first child, a son named 
Silas Albert, born July 10, 2021. The family 
lives in Round Rock, Texas, and Steve is 
pastor at Gateway Baptist Church after 
serving as missionaries in Taiwan. 

JONATHAN HURT, BS’09, and wife Heather 
welcomed their first child, a son named 
Jones Hampton, on February 26, 2022. 
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Jonathan is head basketball coach in 
Vanoss, Okla.

JALISSA KING, BSIS’07, has moved to 
Olney, Texas, where she will teach math 
and coach women’s basketball and track at 
Olney High School. She has also served in 
Portales, N.M. and in Muleshoe. 

CHRIS MARTIN, BA’09, and wife Micah 
live in Springdale, Ark. After six years as a 
broker with GlobalTranz, Chris started a 
new job in May 2022 at Happy Egg on the 
operations team as a Customer Service 
and Logistics Manager. The Martins attend 
Rooted Church and have two children, 
Addaleigh, 5, and Chambers, 2.

JOSH MILNER, BS’04, was named head 
baseball coach at San Diego Christian 
College in May, having served as assistant 
at Arizona Christian. He has also been 
an area representative for Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes and plans to continue 
that part-time in San Diego. Josh and 
wife MELISSA, BSIS’05, have two children: 
Ryann, 15, and Travis, 13. 

JOEY MOWERY, BA’09, and wife Abbey 
welcomed a son, Isaiah Joseph, on March 
17, 2021. The family lives in Iowa Park, 
where Joey is a therapist. 

MICHAEL NEISES, BSOE’02, died February 
16, 2021, at age 65. He was a veteran of 
the US Army, retiring as master sergeant. 
Survivors include four children. 

PAUL NELSON, BSOE’00, was promoted 
to Associate Professor at the University 
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, where 
he serves as assistant program director 
of operations. A 24-year veteran of the US 
Air Force, Paul once oversaw the Air Force 
COVID Pandemic Lab Team.

CASEY OTHO, BS’01, lives in Christoval, 
Texas, where he serves as athletic director 
at Christoval High School as well as head 
football coach and baseball coach. He is in 
his seventh season as head coach, leading 
the Cougars to two straight district titles. 
He is a three-time All-West Texas Coach 
of the Year and was promoted to the AD 
position in August 2021.

SIGFRIDO PAGAN, JR., BSOE’04, was 
named vice president of supply chain for 

Eskenazi Health of Indianapolis. A veteran 
of the US Air Force, Sigfrido has 25 years of 
experience in health care systems. He has 
two master’s degrees from University of 
Phoenix. 

ARTHUR PERALTA, BSOE’01, was named 
to the Cobb County Sheriff’s Office as 
lieutenant colonel, to oversee the criminal 
investigation division. A veteran of the US 
Air Force, Arthur served the Santa Fe Police 
Department, then joined the Bureau of the 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms as a special 
agent in various states, most recently in 
Georgia. He has a master’s degree from 
George Washington University.

DR. AMANDA MURRAY PURCELL, BS’08, 
and husband Devon welcomed their first 
child, a daughter named Charlotte Lauren, 
on May 2, 2022. Amanda earned her 
medical degree at Texas Tech in 2017 and 
recently completed an orthopedic surgery 
residency. She will spend the next year in 
Salt Lake City for a pediatric orthopedic 
surgery fellowship, then plans to return to 
Texas. 

MICHELLE ROLLINS, BA’08, and husband 
EDGAR, BA’12, welcomed their third child, 
a son named Caedmon Graham, on April 
23, 2022. Siblings are Isaac, 9, and Moira, 
6. The Rollins family lives in Lubbock, 
where Edgar recently achieved the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander with the U.S. Navy 
with nearly 10 years of service.

GERALD SLACK, BSOE’05, lives in Sierra 
Vista, Ariz., where he retired in February 
2021 from the Department of Defense as 
a background investigator. He is an Army 
veteran and married to Su.

DR. EMILY HOGUE SMITH, BS’03, received 
the Distinguished Alumni Award from 
Alpha Chi, the National College Honor 
Society, during its spring conference in 
Austin. Smith gave a recorded keynote 
address from her home in Durham, N.C., 
where she works as assistant professor of 
surgery and global health at Duke Global 
Health Institute. Alpha Chi chapter advisor 
and Region 1 president DR. REBEKAH 
CROWE, BA’02, accepted the honor on 
Smith’s behalf. Smith and husband MIKE, 

BA’03, have two children, Bella and 
Jonathan.

BRIAN STUHL, BSOE’02, was named senior 
forensic examiner for Digital Intelligence. 
He brings 26 years of experience as a 
detective and computer forensic examiner 
with the San Antonio Police Department to 
the new role. 

RACHAEL AINSWORTH SUTTERFIELD, 
BA’02, MEd’14, and her husband John 
live in Kansas City, Mo., where she 
homeschools her three children, Noah, 
Harper and Drew.

JARED WALSTON, BA’05, and wife 
CASSANDRA (HILL), BS’05, live in 
Chesterfield, Ill., where Jared is a pastor 
and missionary at Chesterfield Baptist 
Church. They have eight children: Hannah, 
13; Hunter, 11; Kyler, 10; Eva, 8; Kilian, 7; 
Ezekiel, 4; Isaiah, 2; and Malachi, born 
September 2.

TERRY TREADWELL, BSOE’04, was named 
CEO of Merit Health River Region in 
Vicksburg, Miss., in July. A veteran of the 
US Air Force, Terry has 39 years of health 
leadership and has served hospitals in 
Augusta, Ga., and San Antonio, including 
Wilford Hall Medical Center while serving 
in the USAF.

GLORIA WELLINGTON, BSOE’03, died 
October 25, 2021, at age 64 in Lubbock. 
Survivors include a daughter, two 
grandchildren, her mother and two 
siblings.
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DOUG WARREN, BA’06, enjoyed a brief 
reunion with Wayland friends WARREN 
CAMP, DR. ZACH CROOK, BA’06, MCM’12; 
DANIEL COUTINHO, BA’06; TYLER DIPPREY, 
BA’08; and JOSH LUBENOW, BA’07 on 
the WBU campus when they visited in 
November. Doug is assistant professor 
of education at Wayland and is working 
on his doctorate. Wife HOLLY, BAS’16, is 
instructional assessment coordinator for 
the WBU Online office. The Warrens have 
two sons, Liam, 11, and Sean, 7.

SARAH TURNER WILLIAMS, BSIS’07, 
MEd’18, was named principal of Plainview’s 
Central Elementary for the 2022-2023 
school year. She has worked in the district 
since 2007. Husband CHRIS, BBA’09, is 
director of AHEC of the Plains and earned 
his master’s degree from Texas Tech Health 
Sciences Center in June. The Williamses 
have three children: Pryce, 10, Parker,8, and 
Kyler, 6.

BRAD WUENSCHE, BS’06, lives in Lubbock, 
where he is head baseball coach at Lubbock 
Cooper High School. Brad was named 
Coach of the Year for 4-5A by Hub City 
Preps for 2021 and 2022 and by the Abilene 
Reporter News for 2022 after leading his 
team to the district title both seasons and 
to the regional semifinals round in 2022. He 
has served as head coach since 2017 and 
earned his 100th win on March 26. 

2010s
MORGAN METCALF ALEXANDER, BA’12, 
and husband Terrion welcomed their first 
child, a son named Noah Asher, on August 
12, 2022. Morgan is an assistant principal at 
Webb Elementary in Arlington, and Terrion 
works at Mission Arlington. 

DOMINIQUE ANDERSON, MBA’13, lives 
in Windcrest, Texas, where he is logistics 
manager at Applied Research Solutions. He 
and wife Aisha were married in 2018. 

DR. ADRIEN BENNINGS, MBA’10, was 
named president of Portland Community 
College in April. Dr. Bennings had served as 
president at Kellogg Community College in 
Michigan and was a vice president at Clovis 
Community College. She holds a PhD from 
Texas Tech, where she also worked in small 
business development before moving into 
academic leadership.

DANIEL CAPPS, BS’16, and wife Joanna 
live in Plainview, where he has been a 
pharmacist at Hometown Pharmacy with 
fellow alumnus ALISA PRAYOR, BS’93, since 
2020. He attended Texas Tech pharmacy 
school.

ASHLEY CARTHEL, BSIS’11, MEd’17, was 
named Assistant Principal at Plainview’s 
North Elementary for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Ashley has taught for several years in 
the district, and husband TY, BS’14, MA’21, 
teaches adjunctly for Angelo State at the 
new Plainview Collegiate High School. He 
completed his master’s degree in history 
in 2021. The Carthels have three children: 
Harrison, 11; Dillyn, 10; and Jameson, 7.

MORGAN CROSS CASTILLO, BSIS’14, was 
named Elementary Teacher of the Year for 
2021-2022 for the Shallowater ISD, where 
she teaches first grade. She and husband 
Daniel have two daughters, Tessa, 1, and 
Addison, 5.

JEFF COLEMAN, BS’11, and wife Aubree 
welcomed their first child, a daughter 
named Piper Lynn, on April 22, 2022. The 
Colemans live in Amarillo.

ASHLEY COOK, BSIS’18, lives in San 
Antonio, where she is a teacher at Krueger 
Middle School. 

KIRBY DUNN, BBA’10, and wife CATHERINE, 
BSIS’12, welcomed a second child, a 
daughter named Cassie Joy, on February 
20, 2022. Kirby is associate pastor at Harvest 
Christian Fellowship in Plainview. 

MICUEYLA DURAN, BAS’19, died July 22, 
2022, at age 72 in Wichita Falls. She worked 

as a teacher’s aide and then a teacher after 
finishing her degree. Survivors include 
husband Sabino, four children and 10 
grandchildren. 

TOMAS GALVAN, BAS’16, lives in Corpus 
Christi, where he is retired from the US 
Army. He writes, “I feel compelled to say 
thank you to all my Wichita Falls professors 
and counselors. My life after graduation 
was a bit bumpy, however thank you for the 
education you all had a part in. I was able 
to negotiate real-life issues in real time and, 
I am a much wiser man than ever before. I 
exercised my academic skills with the keys 
that the Wayland staff provided.”

DANANAI SEMWAYO GARDNER, BA’13, and 
husband SHERMON, MBA’14, welcomed 
their fourth child, a son named Given 
Adashe, born August 4, 2021. Dananai is 
an appeals referee for the North Carolina 
Department of Commerce. 

JANELLA COOK HILL, BSIS’11, MEd’12, 
died January 5, 2022, at age 42. She was a 
teacher for many years primarily in Clovis, 
N.M. Survivors include two sons, her 
mother, a brother and two grandmothers.

KAYLEEN COX LAM, BA’12, and husband 
Eric welcomed their first child, a daughter 
named Noa Mei Lam, on December 28, 
2021. Kayleen is a research librarian at the 
University of North Texas Health Sciences 
Center. 

MADDIE MURPHREE FLORES, BA’17, and 
husband Jarad welcomed their second 
child, a son named Code Hiram, on May 
22, 2022. Big brother is Owen, 2. The family 
lives in Farwell, Texas.

D’ANGELO GARCIA, BS’16, and wife HALEY 
(STONE), BA’21, have moved to Las Cruces, 
N.M., where he is serving as assistant coach 
for the women’s soccer program at New 
Mexico State University. He previously 
served at University of the Southwest and 
played for the Pioneer Soccer team. The 
Garcias have a son, Beckham Kai, who 
turned 1 in March.

LINDSAY INSCORE HALLOWELL, BA’13, 
and husband Robert welcomed their first 
child, a son named Robert John II, on April 
13, 2022. The Hallowells live in Royse City, 

44 We are Wayland | Pressed but not Crushed



where Lindsay is a publications director for 
Texas Tech. 

ROSS HARRIMAN, BA’12, lives in Fritch, 
Texas, where he is an adjunct instructor in 
Greek at Asbury Theological Seminary. He 
earned his PhD degree from Asbury in May. 
Ross has published several journal articles 
and is seeking additional opportunities 
to teach Bible. He has a substack site at 
krharriman.substack.com. 

AMY GATES HATLA, BBA’10, and husband 
Chase welcomed twin sons named Hayes 
and Hendrix on February 22, 2022. Big sister 
Henley is 3. Amy lives in Dimmitt, where she 
is in her sixth year as a teacher.

BILLY HATTEN, BS’18, a former defensive 
end at Wayland, was named Defensive 
Player of the Year in the Hungarian 
American Football League. Hatten has 
played for the Szombathely Crushers since 
2019.

VICTOR HERNANDEZ, BBA’15, was named 
head coach of the new men’s soccer 
program at Plainview High School after 
serving four years as financial services 
officer. Victor is a Plainview native and 
played soccer for WBU. He and wife Dani 
have three sons.

JARED JOHNSTON, MEd’10, completed his 
doctorate in education at Southwestern 
University in 2021 and has been working 
as an adjunct instructor. He recently was 
named the Director of Undergraduate 
Education at Oral Roberts University. He 
and wife ALINA, BAS’11, live in Tulsa.

REGINA JOHNSTON, BAS’15, died April 27, 
2022, at age 55 in Wichita Falls. She was a 
nurse. Survivors include son Ian and two 
siblings.

SARAH SATOUR LANGFORD, BSIS’15, died 
December 31, 2021, at age 29 in Amarillo. 
She was a teacher in Amarillo and enjoyed 
crafting. Survivors include husband SCOTT, 
BBA’13; son Truett; her parents; two 
brothers; and three grandparents.

CHERYL LITTLE, MPA’16, died July 15, 2022, 
at age 64 in Clovis, N.M. She was a military 
wife for many years and had recently 
run a campaign for the Texas House of 
Representatives. Survivors include husband 

Gilbert, two daughters, five grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. 

BRYAN LOPEZ, BAS’18, was named one 
of the 40 Under Forty by Albuquerque 
Business First, awards that recognize young 
business professionals. Bryan is a strategic 
account director for Microsoft, working with 
the U.S. Department of Energy. He and wife 
Sherry and their 10 children moved to the 
DFW area. 

ROBERT MEIER, BAS’11, retired from the US 
Air Force with 23 years of service and now 
works for M1 Support Services as a T-38 
aircraft mechanic for the Euro-NATO Joint 
Jet Pilot Training Program. He and wife 
Tammy have a daughter, Paige, a senior in 
Wichita Falls who visited the WBU campus 
this summer to try out for the new softball 
program.

TARKYIA MENSAH, BS’16, was named head 
women’s wrestling coach at Schreiner 
University in August and started with the 
fall term. A former UIL State Champion 
from Katy, Tarkyia was a two-time National 
Champion at Wayland.

MARINA MEZA, BAS’12, MEd’15, recently 
moved to El Paso to be close to family. She 
is a science teacher at Austin High School in 
the El Paso ISD. 

SILVIA MIRANDA, MEd’13, was named one 
of 105 winners of the 2021 Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 
Science Teaching (PAEMST), the nation’s 
highest honor for teachers of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics. 
A K-2 reading specialist in the Clovis 
Municipal Schools, Silvia and husband Elder 
have two daughters.

SETH MYERS, BAS’19, lives in Missouri, 
where he has recently retired from the US 
Army and is working as a paraprofessional 
and coach in the East Newton School 
District. Seth and wife Janay have four 
children. 

MEGAN SUMMERS NEUBERGER, BSIS’16, 
and husband Michael welcomed their 
second child, a daughter named Jade 
Rayne, on April 10, 2022. Big sister is Ruby, 
2. The Neubergers live in Amarillo, where 
Megan is a kindergarten teacher.

ALBERT OLIVEIRA, BA’15, and wife Caroline 
welcomed their first child, a son named 
Elliot Schuster Oliveira, on June 29, 2022. 
Albert is the pastor at First Baptist Church in 
Gordon.

ROSE OUMA NALO, BBA’10, a former Flying 
Queen, was selected as captain of the 
Kenya Lionesses national team for the FIBA 
Women’s AfroBasket qualifiers in Rwanda 
in July 2021. She debuted for Kenya in 
the 2003 All Africa Games in Nigeria and 
returned to the Pan Africa Festival in Algeria 
four years later. She lives in Dubai with 
husband Peter. 

WHITNEY PHILLIPS, BS’16, was named one 
of Hutchinson County’s Top 25 Under 55 
this spring by readers of the Borger News-
Herald. Whitney is a lab technician in the 
fire department at Phillips 66 in Borger and 
lives in Fritch, where she is president of the 
Chamber of Commerce and active in the 
local fire department and Extended Hands. 
She earned a master’s degree at Texas Tech 
Health Sciences Center in 2018.

NORMA ROBINSON-WILSON, BAS’10, 
MEd’11, and husband Sherman live in San 
Antonio, where she is a site supervisor for 
the North East ISD. She is also an affirmed 
apostle of the Gospel and Elevated First 
Presiding Prelate in her church. She has six 
children and 12 grandchildren.

SAMMY SABLAN, BAS’17, MAM’19, and wife 
Rosemary have moved to Hawaii, where 
he is the JROTC Army Instructor at Kahuku 
High and Intermediate School. 

ANDREW SIERRA, BAS’15, reached his 
100th win milestone as coach of the Donna 
IDEA Titans in December 2021. He has 
coached the team for four seasons, leading 
them to their first playoff victory last year as 
their first season in the UIL. He previously 
was assistant coach in Santa Maria. 

MACKENZIE PARKS SUTTON, BSIS’19, and 
husband JORDAN, BSIS’20, welcomed their 
first child, a son named Layton James, 
on August 30, 2022. The Suttons live in 
Plainview, where Mackenzie teaches at 
Plainview Junior High and Jordan teaches 
at Plainview Intermediate.
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JOHNNY TERRA, BBA’11, MBA’12, and wife 
AUBREY, BSIS’14, welcomed their third 
child, a son named Ryan Lucas, on August 
19, 2022. Big siblings are James, 3, and 
Charlotte, 2. Johnny is a CPA and partner at 
LPT CPAs + Advisors in Amarillo. 

IVY SUSTAITA TREVIZO, BS’11, and husband 
Isaac welcomed their second child, a 
daughter named Rylee Faith, on December 
4, 2021. Ivy is a manager at the Center for 
Environmental Research at the University of 
Texas at El Paso. 

KELSEY WALL, BS’15, and husband Aaron 
welcomed their third child, a son named 
Aaron Stone, on April 24, 2022. Siblings are 
Jonci, 12, and Bo, 6. 

KRISANN EARP WATSON, BSIS’12, and 
husband Will welcomed their fifth child, 
Joseph Earp, on December 16, 2021. Big 
siblings include Warner, 7; Judah, 5; and 
Jack 3. Krisann is a homemaker and Will is 
finishing law school at Texas Tech.  

RONNIE WOODARD, MBA’17, lives with 
wife Cassandra in Anchorage, where he is 
executive compliance officer with Goldbelt 
Frontier LLC. He is managing a hospital 
project at Bassett Army Medical Center in 
Fairbanks. He is a veteran of the US Air Force.

MELISSA WOODWORTH, BAS’13, has 
published a book titled “Tiny Miracles” 
detailing the story of a her personal 
and emotional journey to overcome an 
autoimmune disorder and infertility. Under 
the pen name Mel Woodworth, the book is 
available at Amazon and other stores.

2020s
BRIAN ANDERSON, BS’21, died June 19, 
2021, at age 24. A native of California, Brian 
came to Wayland to wrestle and planned 
to stay as an assistant coach and graduate 
student. He and girlfriend ELENA VASQUEZ, 
a current student and wrestler, and fellow 
wrestler CHRISTIAN OROZCO, were killed in 
an auto collision near Plainview. Survivors 
include his parents and four brothers. 

STONE GRAHAM, BSIS’20, was named head 
coach of the new Plainview High School 
women’s soccer team to begin in Fall 2022. 
An alum of the Pioneer Soccer team, Stone 
has been a special education teacher in the 
district for the past year. 

LEICHRISTOPHER MAAFALA, BAS’20, and 
wife Nicole recently moved to Las Vegas, 
Nev., where he is education coordinator for 

the Department of Veterans Affairs. He is an 
Army veteran.

BRYAN PENA, BA’21, celebrated his 
graduation from the Texas Department of 
Public Safety Academy on May 6, becoming 
a state trooper. Bryan will be stationed in 
Dalhart in the Panhandle. He sent thanks to 
Wayland’s justice administration faculty for 
the knowledge he received that prepared 
him for the 29-week process.

APRIL MCWHA-RAIN REESE, BAS’20, died 
June 25, 2022, at age 35 in Nacogdoches. 
She was a special needs teacher in Boerne 
and married in June 2021. Survivors include 
husband Jared, her mother and a brother.

Wayland  True by Jeffrey Vera - Alumni Director

Hello Everyone!  My name is Jeffrey Vera, 
and I am so glad to make your acquaintance 
as the new Director of Alumni Relations.    

I have heard the phrase “God knows where 
you need to be, not where you want to be.” 
These few words have always stuck with me, 
as I matured in age and in His presence.  

Wayland Baptist University, since 1908, has 
truly committed to the value of education and 
continuance of pioneering new standards in 
higher learning.  As I begin this new journey 
here at WBU, I reflect on Wayland’s vision 
and the mention of developing connections 
to military and civilian students around the 
world. Not only are you family from day one, 
but you are also family after you graduate, as 
you pursue the plan that God has for you.    

Being born and raised in West Texas, I 
have grasped the concept of what family 
means.  It is having integrity, being diverse, 
trusting in one another, and giving (while 
gaining) respect. I plan on helping implement 
programs and projects that will engage with 
our alumni, while strengthening and providing 
tangible benefits to alumni, the institution and 
current students.  

This role IS about the responsibility of 
managing the relationship between university 
and its alumni; I can only say one thing to 
that, “We are just getting started!” Here is to 
keeping the spirit strong, thy courage bold! 
Pioneering Wayland, Hail thy Blue and Gold! 

#WeAreWayland
Jeffrey Vera, veraj@wbu.edu
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Classmates reunite

Friends from the classes of 1974-78 gathered at a Five-Class Reunion held during Fall Fling 2021. Hosted by the 
Class of 1976 as their 45th reunion, the event featured a day of reminiscing over yearbooks, food and fellowship 
on campus and attending the Athletics Hall of Honor Induction to celebrate with long-time friend Freda Provence 
(pictured center in top right photo).

I want to extend a sincere word 
of appreciation to all of you in 
the Wayland Alumni Family for 
welcoming me with open arms in 2017 
as your director. It has been a highlight 
of my career to meet many of you, 
engage with you in different places 
and events and hear your amazing 
stories. I’ve loved sharing those stories 
through our newsletter and magazine 
and just hearing how God has worked 
so greatly in your lives. You all inspire 
me every day to work hard and do my 
very best for this place that we love so 
much, Wayland Baptist University.

While my role is changing at 
Wayland, I am still going to be here, 

working to improve the opportunities 
for our students both now and in the 
future through advancement work. 
Please know that I always welcome a 
phone call or email to hear how you 
are doing. 

I’d love to chat with you about how 
you can give back to your university 
in several ways, both monetarily and 
otherwise. It is up to us as alumni 
to keep the flame burning here at 
Wayland so others can enjoy the same 
great experience we did. 

Sincerely, 
Teresa Young, Development Officer

Thank you, Wayland
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